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STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION

P. Q. BOX 23%0, SACRAMENTO 95811

Resolution 6 - 79
Resclution adopted by the
CALTFORNIA STATE PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
at its regular meeting in Columbia
January 19, 1979

WHEREAS the Director of the Department of Parks and Reereation has
presented to this Commission for approval the proposed Resource Management
Plan, General Development Plan, and Environmental Impact Report for Bodie
State Historic Park; and

WHEREAS this reflects the long-range development plan as to provide for
the optimum use and enjoyment of the unit as well as the protection of its
quality;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the State Park and Recreation
Commission approves the Department of Parks and Recreation's "Resource
Management Plan and General Development Plan for Bodie State Historic Park,"
Preliminary dated October 1978 subjeet to such environmental changes as the
Director of Parka and Recreation shall determine advisable and neceasary to
implement carrying out the provisions and objectives of said plan, and with
the following addition to the plan:

Page 45.4. It iz recommended that the Department shall
work with the local and federal governments to study and
resolve mutuzally the conflicts in land uses arising from
mining activities and rocad allgnment. 5. Open pit mining
is not considered to be an acceptable resclutlon.
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SUMMARY

This document provides resource
management policies and development pro-
posals, and assesses the impacts of these
policies and proposals. The primary emphasis

of these plans is the preservation, protection,

.and interpretation of Bodie's. natural and
cultural resources.

The resource management policies and
development proposals recommend that the
old mining town of Bodie be maintained in its
historic and natural setting, in a manner that
retains the *’ghost town’’ atmosphere. Activ-
itles or features which detract from Bodie’s
authenticity will be minimized or relocated
away from the historic townsite. Park opera-
tional facilities now considered visually intru-
sive will be removed outside the historic area.
Additional lands surrounding Bodie will be
required for these new facilities. These lands

could also provide a protective buifer zone
around the historic area. o

Additional protection will be possible by
reducing the four access roads to just one
entrance road with no through traffic allowed
in the Bodie Bowl.Within the town,the inter-
pretive program will emphasize the “self-
discovery of a ghost mining town.” An
interpretive center outside the historic area

-will also provide additional interpretation of

Bodie's past.

The environmental impact report in this
document found that there would be no
significant environmental effects created by
the proposed actions. |t was established that
most long-term effects will be beneficial, and
will result in improved protection and preser-
vation of Bodie’s resources.
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PLAN PURPOSE

A comprehensive plan for Bodie is need-
ed for the following reasons:

o to insure that existing artifacts and
historic structures are properly protected
and preserved

o io expand visitors’ experiences by im-
proving the interpretive program

o 1o better locate existing visitor facilities
to more unobtrusive areas

o 1o better locate existing operational fa-
cilities to safer and more desirable sites.

This plan provides general guidelines for
management and development of Bodie State
Historic Park, in accordance with its clas-
sification and accepted declaration of pur-
pose, While the plan is a comprehensive
planning document, it must also be a flexible
planning tool. Therefore, these rec-

‘ommendations must be used as guidelines, to
be reevaluated at the time of imple-
mentation.

Goals and Objectives

1. ldentify the cultural and natural re-
sources of the park.

2. ldentify existing and future problems,
and provide solutions,

;3. identify lands outside the existing park
boundary which are necessary and ap-
propriate additions to the park.

4.  Determine land uses and visitor activities
which are compatible with the purpose
of the park and the surrounding area.

5. Determine the potential environmental
and cultural impacts of these land uses
and visitor activities.

8. Establish policies for maintenance and
operation, protection and preservation,
and interpretation of these resources.

7. ~ Establish guidelines for the sequence of
park development.

8. Provide -an information document for
the public, the legislature, park per-

sonnel, and other government agencies.

9. Provide an environment along the main
access and bypass routes, including the
routes themselves, that is compatible
with the ghost town experience.
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION
Location

Bodie State Historic Park consists of
some 130 hectares {324 acres} of land, em-
bracing the historic townsite of Bodie in
Mono County, east of the Sierra Nevada. The
deserted mining town lies in a basin, at an
elevation of about 2,950 meters (8,500 feet).
It is located in the extreme northern part of
the Desert and Desert Mountains Landscape
Provinces, at an elevation considerably above
the average for those provinces. The imme-
_ diate setting is that of the dry Basin ranges,
“lying east of the Sierra Nevada.

Bodie is situated about nineteen kilo-
meters (twelve miles by direct line} southeast
of the town of Bridgeport, which is the
county seat of Mono County, and is located
on Highway 395. Clearwater Canyon Road
branches east from Highway 395, about elev-

en kilometers {seven miles) south of Bridge-

port, and extends generally eastward another
twenty-one kilometers (thirteen miles) to
reach Bodie. The Geiger Grade Road extends
almost due east from near Bridgeport. The
Cottonwood Creek Road branches north from
Highway 167 near the north shore of Mono
Lake, due south of Bodie. Another road runs
northeast through Aurcra from Bodie, toward
Hawthorne, Nevada.

There are no other units of the State
Park System in the vicinity of Bodie. The
nearest s Grover Hot Springs State Park,
which is about 140 kilometers (eighty-seven
miles) away, in Alpine County; the next
closest units are those at Lake Tahoe. Other
units dealing with gold mining in other areas
of the state include Marshall Gold Discovery,
Empire Mine, Columbia, and Malakoff Diggins
State Historic Parks. These are all located
west of the Sierras.

Statutory Purpose

Bodie State Historic Park was classified
as such in 1962, in accordance with the
California Public Rescurces Code (Section
5001.5(e)). Historic units are defined therein
as “‘areas established primarily to preserve
objects of historical and scientific interest,
and places commemorating important persons
or historic events.”

The national historic significance of
Bodie is underscored by its status as a
National Historic Landmark. Bodie is also
listed on the National Register of Historic
Places, the country’s official list of cultural’
resources worthy of preservation. Listing on

. the register makes Bodie eligible to apply for

federal grants for historic preservation, and
provides protection from federally assisted
projects that may have adverse effects on the
resources present. These benefits are guar-
anteed by the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966.

In addition, Bodie is included on the
Federal Historic American Buildings Survey
{CAL-1918), and has been designated Calif-
ornia Historic Landmark 341.



Study Area

The study area, as shown by Figure 2,
page 7, consists of the townsite of Bodie (the
present state historic park} and its immediate
surroundings. A study of the adjacent
properties is necessary to determine the
impact of these properties on the park, and if
necessary, to investigate the means by which
proper management and protection of Bodie
can be insured. It was found that other lands
outside the defined study area should also be
considered. These areas encompass lands next
1o the access roads, which may have an effect
on these corridors.

The Study Area Map, page 7, also
delineates Bodie Bowl. The town of Bodie is
situated in a bowl-shaped valley. The bowl
and parts of the adjacent mountains make up
a unique geographical feature.

Existing Structures and Features

The historic structures and features map
{see Fig. 3, page 9,} delineates the rich
cultural resources within the state park
ownership. This map identifies the major
structures and features which make up Bodie
State Historic Park. The map also identifies
what historic structures are now used for
administrative services. For a better
understanding and definition of the cultural
resources, reference should be made to the
inventory entitled, “The Cultural Resources
of Bodie State Historic Park,” on file in the
department’s Central Files.
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

A program of public involvement was
initiated to identify and analyze local and
statewide citizen concerns. This program con-
sisted of two evening meetings in Bridgeport,
and one wesk-long workshop session in Bodie.
In addition, three thousand questionnaires
and pamphlets were distributed statewide.
Radio and newspaper coverage generated a
great deal of interest in participating in the
public involvement program.

The response was excellent. The Bridge-
port meetings were well attended by local
residents, as well as by concerned individuals
from as far away as San Diego. During the
week-long workshop session, more than two
thousand persons were contacted on a one-to-
one basis, Written responses to the pamphlets
were received from across the nation. The
public involvement program reached a wide
cross section of park users. An outline of the
public involvement process, a sample of the
questionnaire, and a summary of the re-
mu.__ozmmm are included in the Appendix, page
81,

10

Public Meeting
and Workshop
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RESOURCE DESCRIPTION
AND EVALUATION

Cultural Resources

Introd uction

There is a rich body of cultural resources

remaining at Bodie State Historic Park, repre-
senting both aboriginal and historic period use
of the area. These resources include aboriginal
campsites; almost 120 standing historic res-
idential, commercial, and industrial buildings;
and numerous historic archeological features
.such as structural ruins, earthworks, artifact
deposits, and abandoned machinery. The fol-
lowing discussion of these resources and the
historic processes they represent is abstracted
from a “Historic Building Survey of Bodie
SHP,” by Buck Nelson, 1976; and a doc-
ument entitled “The Cultural Resources of
Bodie State Historic Park, 1977.” Copies of
both documents may be found in DPR
Central Records. A detailed (1 inch = 100
feet) cultural resource map of the unit is on
file with the Resource Preservation and Inter-
pretation Division.

Prehistoric Resources

Although the primary cultural resources
of Bodie SHP reflect historic activities that
took place after 1850, prehistoric occupation
of the area by Native Americans is rep-
resented by several archeological sites. To
date, four definable obsidian artifact con-
centrations have been recorded within the
unit boundaries. Three of these are located
near the center of town and the existing
parking lot. These may well be separate
manifestations of a single large habitation site
that covered most of the rise on which many
of Bodie’s remaining historic buildings stand.
Another aboriginal site occurs in the southern
part of the unit, to the north of the South
End Mill site. In addition, a very light scatter
of obsidian flakes and tools is present in most
other areas of the unit.

The time periods represented by these
prehistoric archeological resources are not
known. It is possible that the area was
occupied as early as 10,000 years ago, al-
though no evidence substantiating this has
been recovered within the unit.

13

During ethnohistoric times, the Mono

'‘Paiute inhabited the area. These people spoke

a language of the Utaztecan linguistic phy-
llum, and carried on & hunting-gathering
existence in the Great Basin Culture Area
tradition. The prehistoric sites in Bodie may
represent temporary use areas of the Mono
Paiute before the town came to exist, Ethno-
graphic studies indicate that these people
wintered in lower valleys, using higher ele--
vations such as the Bodie area in warmer
weather,

A more in-depth understanding of the
way of life of Native Americans who occupied
the Bodie region before arrival of the miners
will require considerable additional ethno-

graphic and archeological research.

Historic Resources

From the earliest days of the gold rush,
few areas of California escaped exploration by
argonauts. By the 1850s, prospectors had
drifted into the rugged, semi-arid regions
south of the Mother Lode and on the eastern
side of the Sierra Nevada. In 1859, W. S.
Body and a group of prospectors discovered
gold-bearing placer deposits in a natural basin
thirty miles northeast of Mono Lake. On their
return from a supply trip to Monoville that
winter, Body and his partner, E. S. Tavlor,
were caught in a snowstorm. Body died of
exposure; it was not until the spring thaw that
his corpse was found. The small group of
miners working claims in the basin named the
mining district in honor of Body when it was
organized in July 1860. The current spelling
of “Bodie’” seems to have originated some-
time shortly after this. Before 1862, the

~district’s name was variously spelled “Bodey”,

‘‘Bodie”, and "Boda”’,

The town of Bodie grew very slowly at
first, Prospecting efforts soon Indicated that
there were extensive hard-rock ore deposits
on Bodie Bluff, as well as the placer gold first.
discovered in 1859. Gradually, mining ex-
perts, businessmen, and miners became aware
of the mineral wealth located there. The
Bodie Bluff Consolidated Mining Company,
later known as the Empire Company, brought
miners and their families to Bodie, and by
1864, real estate prices started to rise, per-
manent structures appeared in town, streets
were marked out, and hopes were high. In
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1865, the Empire Company constructed a
sixteen-stamp mill near the northern foot of
Bodie Bluff, This was Bodie’s first large-scale
gold ore processing plant. (A stamp mill
pulverizes ore by the repeated raising and
dropping of heavy “stamps’ into an iron
mortar containing gold-bearing rock.) The
failure of the company in 1867 closed the
operation, however, and the mill remained
idle until 1875. Except for a few relatively
small mining ventures, the district remained
inactive during this period.

The event that precipitated the great
Bodie rush was the 1875 discovery of a very
_rich vein of gold ore at the Bunker Hill Claim.
The years 1877 through 1881 were among the
most active and productive for the Bodie
District. The decline in prospects of many
Nevada mining camps provided Bodie with a
good supply of skilled miners and managers,
but it also brought gamblers and other mining
camp followers. With the spring thaw of
1878, building surged ahead furiously. By
May 1878, Bodie had wall over six hundred
structures, and Main Street was lined with
businesses for a full mile. If the census figures
for 1880 can be trusted, Bodie's inhabitants
numbered 6,000. Local newspapers and some
historians have claimed the population was
actually as high as 10,000.

The development of high-volume ore
processing machinery was critical to the
large-scale gold mining on which Bodie's
boom was based. Before the investment of
large amounts of capital in commercially
produced milling machinery, simple mills
known as “arrastras’” {from the Spanish
“arrastrar’’; to drag) were constructed with
locally available materials, to grind the ore
and free the fold. Generally, these consisted
of flat-bottomed circular depressions paved
with stone. Other stones, attached to rotating
cross members, were dragged over this pave-
ment, grinding the ore between the two
surfaces. Arrastras could be operated using
horses, people, or water power to turn the
cross piece.

Artifacts consisting of both the lower
{bed) stones and upper {drag) stones have
been located in one area of the unit, in-
dicating the presence of such a mill. Addi-
tional stones and a depression mark the
location of a second arrastra, just east of the

unit boundary. Early Bodie miners also used
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water-powered arrastras, located on Rough
Creek, several miles northwest of the present
unit boundary.

These features constitute an important

“cultural resource; they represent one of the

earliest of a long series of technical in-

. novations that permitted the increasingly effi-

cient exploitation of hard-rock gold. Arrastras
were used fairly extensively during Bodie's
early development, and later for very small
operations. As such, the remaining examples
will be important to any attempts to interpret
the development of mining and miiling tech-
nology.

The further evolution of Bodie’s mining
industry is evidenced by the ruins of the
stamp mills that sprang up during the boom
years of 1877 through 1881, During this
interval, at least ten mills began operating in
the district. Most of these were powered by
steam. Historic archeological resources in the
form of building foundations, retaining walls,
machine parts and mounts, and scatters of
industrial artifacts are all that remain of most

installations constructed at that time. The
extensive ruins of two of these (The Silver
Hill or South End Mill, and the Bulwer Mill}
have been identified within present historic
park boundaries. The Standard Mill, the only
intact ore-processing plant in the unit, stands
on the site of one of the company's earlier

installations. The first Standard Mill, which
played a major role in development of the
community, was constructed in 1877, and
was destroyed by fire in 1899. The site of
another early plant, the Bodie Tunnel Com-
pany Mill, is located along the northeast
boundary of the unit. The ruins of several
other mills are situated on the Bodie Bluff —
Silver Hill ridge, to the east of the park.



Other industries necessary to support an
active mining community are also represented
in the cultural resources remaining at Bodie.
These included the site of the Wells and
Kirkpatrick Foundry, ruins of a number of
-warehouses, breweries, a water bottling plant,
slaughterhouses, and a brick kiln, among
others.

The legend of the ‘‘Bad Man from
Bedie” that appears so prominently in his-
toric literature was popularized sometime in
1878 or 1879, as violence and vice increased
dramatically in town. Bodie camp followers
contriputed to the town’s night life, rec-
reation, and notoriety, by setting up saloons,

-gambling houses, dance halls, and brothels.
These establishments were located primarily
‘along King and Bonanza Streets, to the north
and west of Bodie’s more respectable res
idences and businesses.

In many other ways, however, Bodie
closely resembled less notorious towns in
California and the west. Fraternal or-
ganizations and their women's auxiliaries pro-
vided the community with an active social
life. The Bodie Miners’ Union Hall was an
important community center. The Bodie Min-
ers’ Union was also an Important force behind
the demand for improved working canditions
at the mines. At its peak, this union, with
more than 1,000 members, was one of the
strongest in California, and remained active
until well into the 20th century. The miners’
union hall still stands. The structure is now
used as a museum. '

Privata Casino
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Gambling was one of the most popular.
forms of entertainment. A race track was laid

“out in 1879 on the flat a quarter mile south
"of town, and was used regularly until 1900,

Families liked to picnic after a race in the
grove of aspen on the ridge south of the track,

Traces of the Bodie race track are stil! visible

from a distance. On a more sober side, Bodie's
spiritual and intellectual needs were served by
a Methodist and a Catholic church, as well as
a public school. The Methodist church and
the schooihouse remain standing, on the
north side of Green Street.

The residents of Bodie tried to create
normal community lives for themselves, but
the hardships of living in a mining camp often
made this difficult. Firewood was a necessity
of life; even after completion in 1881 of the
Bodie Benton Railroad, which hauled fire-
wood from Mono Lake, the price of this fuel
remained high. Long, cold winters, poorly
constructed houses, expensive fuel, pneu-
monia, Bodie's geographic isolation, and
crime problems were among the adverse con-
ditions that plagued the community. Perhaps
these hardships of life brought the towns-
people together, in that they had to put up
with each others” faults for mere survival. This
fraternal spirit did not, however, include
racial minorities,

Mono Paiute Indians indigenous 1o the
Mono basin earned a little money as wood
cutters and casual laborers. Living on the
outskirts of Bodie, they were not socially
welcome in town. The Chinese, the single
largest minority group in Bodie, were seg
regated to a neighborhood along King Street.
The Chinese in Bodie ran laundries, peddied
vegetables and fruit, and brought in and sold
most of the wood in town, The Census of
1880 indicated that there were 367 Chinese in
Bodie, although there were many others in
the area’s wood camps. Although there were
several Chinese opium and gambling houses,
most Chinese in Bodie made their living by
means not directly related to drugs or gam-
bling. The Chinese, like other workers at
Bodie, were trying to survive by making a
productive contribution to their community.
Race prejudice, however, put many obstacles
in their way. When the sale and use of opium
was outlawed in 1881, there followed a
dramatic, if ineffectual, anti-Chinese
demonstration in Bodie. This action, coupled



with the first signs of economic slow-down,

undoubtedly resulted in the decision of many
Chinese to leave Bodie. In 1881 and 1882,
there was a steady exodus of Chinese; by
1883, few Chinese remained in Bodie.

Other nationalities also played pro-
minent roles in Bodie. In some ways, the
community was a truly cosmopolitan place.
Many, if not most, of its miners were Cornish,
and a large part of its shopkeepers, craftsmen,
and laborers were ltalians, Germans, Jews,
and Irish. The Mexican population was large
enough to make a Cinco de Mayo celebration
a major event, and many contests and
activities of the Fourth of July festivities had
"Mexican origins. Black people were not much
in evidence in Bodie, but at least one black
individua! figured prominently in the town’s
history; the boarding house manager whe
encouraged and financed the two miners who
made the great Bunker Hill strike in 1875 was
black.

Many buildings that remain standing in
the unit were the residences and businesses of
some of Bodie's leading citizens. Generally,

such structures were constructed somewhat
Emore soundiy than the homes of laborers and
iethnic minorities, a factor that has con-
tributed to their survival. Most of the smaller,
'flimsier homes and business places in Bodie’s
Chinatown, red light district, and outlying
neighborhoods have disappeared, leaving only
-archeological evidence of their existence. A
few of these less-imposing structures have
survived, however. As such, they must be
considered to be highly significant historic
resources. These structures represent a way of
life common to most of Bodie's inhabitants,
but one that is underrepresented in the
remaining architectural resources.

In the same light, archeological resources
representing residences and neighborhoods
that have completely disappeared are of criti-
cal importance. The everyday work, concerns,
problems, and pleasures of the miners and
mill workers, Native Americans, Chinese,
Mexicans, and other minorities typically are
poorly reflected in the historic literature.
Thus, insight into the social and economic
statuses and roles of these peoples must be
derived from sources other than the written
record. The remaining archeoclogical resources,
if properly preserved and investigated, will
supply concrete data about these peoples’
living and working conditions, their roles as
warkers and consumers, their concepts of fun
and beauty, and in general, their relationships
to the larger historic and economic processes
of which they were part.

Gold {and, one might add, silver) was the
major contributing factor in both the growth
and decline of Bodie. In the course of its
mining history, Bodie produced gold and
silver valued at more than $34 miilion. Even
though some mines continued to do well, the
first indications of a longterm economic
decline had become apparent by December
1882, when several of the smaller mines shut
down. Miners were out of work; as a result,
local businessmen and merchants suffered
greatly. The exodus from Bodie picked up its
pace as gold strikes in Arizona and ldaho
drew off the unemployed Bodie miners. By
1880, only two mines were operating.

Despite the sharp economic decline, the
people of Bodie were determined that the
town would hang on as a mining camp. In
July 1892, a fire that started in a restaurant
kitchen destrayed more than sixty structures



in the town. Within weeks, the people had

rebounded, and many of the buildings were
replaced.

Several factors contributed to this recov-
ery; probably the most important was devel-
‘opment of the cyanide process for extracting
gold from ore. In 1895, in an early applica-
tion of this newly developed extraction
method, a cyanide plant was constructed. It
began to process the low-grade ore and
tailings that before had been too poor to be
re-worked for profit.

Another boon to mining technology was
the introduction of electrical power. By 1893,
.the first impulses of electricity were carried
from the Standard Consclidated Mining Com-
pany’s power plant on Green Creek to the
company’s mill in Bodie. This new source of
power enabled the mines to cut costs sharply,
and to operate more efficiently. Transmission
of power from the generator to Bodie, about
twelve and one-half miles, is reputed to be
one of the earliest instances of successful
long-distance electrical transmission on
record.
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_community at present.
- buildings, including the mill itself, a machine

In 1899, the first Standard Mill burned

* to the ground, but within a year, a new stamp
.mill, the only one that remains standing in
. Bodie State Historic Park today, had replaced

it. The Standard Mill dominates the Bodie
A complex of

shop, assay office, business office, blacksmith
shop, and the mili manager's home, stands on
the hillside above and immediately east of the
center of town. This resource is of particular
significance, because it still contains most of
the machinery necessary to operate, including
huge electric motors that replaced the earlier
steam engine as a source of power.

A major corporate consolidation took
place in 1906. The Standard, Syndicate,
Tioga, Bulwer, Bodie Tunnel, and Bechtel
mines were operated by one company. By
1912, the operation was working 35 different
veins. J. S. Cain, {who had figured promi-
nently in Bodie’s economic history) and
several partners bought the Standard Mine in
1915. In that year, the old Syndicate Mill
{formerly the Empire Mill) closed down for
good. Presently, only the foundations of the
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Natural and Scenic Values

Topography

The Bodie landscape typifies the Desert
and Desert Mountain Landscape Provinces.
The Bodie community lies in a small hour-
glass-shaped valley, through which Bodie

Creek drains from the southwest to the,
northeast. A ridge formed by Bodie Bluff on
the north and Silver Hill and Sugar Loaf Peak ,
on the south forms the eastern side of the:
valley. This ridge is the major ore-bearing

zone of the district. The hills and ridges to the
east are of volcanic origin, and geclogically
are part of the Potato Peak Formation. Bodie
Bluff, which reaches almost 2,745 meters
{9,000 feet) above sea level, dominates the
townsite on the northeast. Bodie Creek,
which carries only a small flow during most
times of the year, drains to the north around
Bodie Bluff, then turns sharply to the south
and east. _ :

The Bodie townsite proper is located in
the smaller northern segment of the con-
stricted valley. Main Street runs through the
lower part of thes drainage, generally par-
alleling the stream channel. The location of
this channel has been altered radically during
the historic period by deposition of hundreds
of tons of mill tailings. Along the drainage in
the area north of the townsite, it is possible to
observe at least three meters (ten feet) of
sediment deposited above the original stream
bed. Green Street transects Main Street in a
generally east-west direction, and winds up
the hillside onto the saddie between Bodie
Bluff and Silver Hill. At present, these are the
mast clearly defined streets in town. There
are several small springs along the flanks of
the hills west of the valley.

The southern part of the valley forms a
wide, fairly flat bowl, the southem rim of
which is formed by another volcanic ridge
{Murphy Springs Tuff Breccia). Historically, a
racetrack and a number of yet-unidentified
“structures were located in this southern bowl.
The alluvial sediment in this bowl supports
somewhat more grass and sagebrush than do
the surrounding hillsides. Although no soil
survey of the area has been completed, it can
be stated that the soils in the Bodie region are
relatively young, and are low in organic
content. They are unsuitable for intensive
agriculture.

Plants and Animals'

The natural vegetation of the Bodie
townsite, and of the mountains surrounding it
for a considerable distance, consists of various

"members of the Sagebrush Scrub biotic com-

munity. Dominant plants are Sagebrushes,
Rabbitbrushes, and Bitterbrushes; one or

“more species of Buckwheat, Giant Wild Rye,

and several smaller species of grass; and many
plants with showy blossoms in season, includ-
ing Lupine, Phlox, and Columbine. Trees are
almost entirely absent; in a few places, Aspen
occur. There are small Willows along the
watercourses in a few locations. Since this
vegetative complex is not represented any-
where else in the State Park System, the larger
the area that is ultimately included in Bodie
State Historic Park, the better will be the
ecological sample.

The animals now common at Bodie are
maostly small, and are not ordinarily seen by
average visitors. Rodents and their relatives
are well represented in the fauna. Coyote are
here. Deer may.occasionally be seen. Native
antelope have been absent for many vyears,
although the animals were recently re-intro-
duced into the vicinity, and might possibly be
observed, Bird life is considerably less con-
spicucus than in a tree-clad country; the sage
grouse and its strutting grounds are in the
area, Although no rare or endangerad species
of either plant or animal life are known to
occur in this vicinity, the protection of an
adequate example of the biotic community
and ecological region is a significant con-
tribution to the State Park System.

Aspens Qverlooking the Townsite
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Geology and Seismic Hazards

The geologic history and characteristics
of the area in which Bodie is located form the
basis for the existence of the place as a human
‘community, and as a unit of the State Park
System. Geologic forces combined here, over
a span of ancient and recent geologic time, to
create the deposits of gold and other valuable
minerals on which the mining town of Bodie
was founded,

The primary geologic formations
covering the area in which Bodie is located
‘consist of Tertiary (Miocene) dacitic and

_andesitic lavas, tuff, and breccias. The potas-
sium-argon dating method suggests that these
volcanic materials were deposited about eight
to thirteen million years before the present
{B.P.}.

Several faults run through the historic
park area. One of these extends northeast-
southwest along the Bodie Creek drainage,
and is intersected by others which cut the
gold-bearing Bodie Bluff-Silver Hill ridge to
the east. This faulted zone constitutes the
major ore-bearing part of the district. In the
zone are small intrusive andesitic bodies of
Miocene age. Bodie Bluff itself appears to
represent a major volcanic vent. Gold and
silver-bearing quartz veins cut these andesitic
intrusives. The ages of the volcanic host rocks
range from nine point four to eight point six
million years B.P. The gold and silver-bearing
material is apparently slightly younger than

the host rock; several ore-bearing wveins
yielded potassium-argon dates of seven point

two to eight million years B.P. (Kleinhampl,
et al, 1975).

Most of the Bodie Creek drainage and
the surrounding hills are overlain by unconsol-
idated sediment of the Pleistocene-Holocene
age. This material, most of which has been

deposited in the last three million yefars, ;

probably includes windblown sand and vol-

canic ash, alluvial deposits, and colluvial talus. .

The fine volcanic sediment may be derived
from eruptions of the Mono Craters and other
localities to the south; explosive volcanism
occurred in the area as recently as several
thousand years ago (Kleinhempl, et al, 1975).

It does not appear that the Bodie region
was glaciated, at least during the most recent
{Wisconsin) glacial maximum (Bailey,
1966:158). There are indications however,

that ice-covered areas existed about thirty-
two kilometers {twenty miles) to the west of
Bodie during this interval, a situation that
probably would have created periglacial con-
ditions in such areas of high elevation. During
the Wisconsin period, it seems probable that
the plant and animal communities in the area
would have varied considerably from those
present today.

Geological and archeological evidence
suggests that the climate of the Great Basin
Province has not remained constant during
the post-glacial (Holocene) period, which
includes approximately the last 10,000 years.
Palecclimatic interpretations present a gradual
shift from a cool, subhumid era {Anathermal)
to an arid period (Altithermal) that occurred

" about 7,000 to 8,000 years ago, over much of

the Great Basin, This relatively dry
{Altithermal) period was followed by a
slightly cooler, more humid climatic pattern
{(Medithermal), about 3000-4000 B.P. This
shift seemingly corresponds with a re-birth of
iakes and small mountain glaciers, sometimes
referred to as the Neoglacial. There is archeo-
logical evidence from northern Utah that this
relatively warm, humid condition persisted
until about 600 years ago in that region, and
that the climate there has been becoming
more arid since that time (Harper and Aldey,
1972; Fagan, 1974; Davis and Elston, 1972).

While none of these studies are in direct
reference to the Bodie region, and there is
undoubtedly considerable local variation in
the pattern outlined above, it is probable that
Bodie’s climate has gone through similar
fluctuations in the last 10,000 years. Because
these climatic deviations and accompanying
changes in the fioral and faunal communities
constituted the environments to which the
human inhabitants of the Great Basin were
required to adapt, an understanding of these
variations is of extreme importance to a
comprehensive grasp of the history of Bodie
State Historic Park.



Climate

Bodie lies in the extreme western edge of
the Great Basin, and at a rather high eleva-
tion. Summer weather is warm; the winters
“are extremely severe. Snow depths are not as
great as those in the Sierra Nevada, because
the Bodie region is in the precipitation
shadow of the higher range. Winter storms are
often accompanied by high winds, however,
that sometimes produce snow drifts that
reach the eaves of the buildings. Blowing
snow can entirely obscure vision, a condition
referred to as a “whiteout.” It was apparently
_in a whiteout that W. S. Body, for whom the
town is named, lost his life. Winter tempera-

tures are extremely low. Structures intended .

for year-round use at Bodie need to withstand
moderate snow loads, and to be heavily
insulated and protected against wind and
cold.
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Ecological Features

Bodie is the only unjt of the State Park
System located in the very high desert region
of the western Great Basin. As such, it differs
ecologicaily from both the lower desert units
farther south, and those of comparable eleva-
tion in the Sierra Nevada. Except for some
very limited areas where the water supply is
greater, the region around Bedie is charac-
terized by the Desert Scrub vegetative type.
The characteristics of this plant association
have been modified somewhat by long-
continued grazing, although not severely
altered. Within and ciose to the townsite
itself, the natural characteristics have been
heavily modified by human use. While Bodie
State Historic Park was not established to
preserve naturai values per se, those values are
of considerable significance here. The wild
and remote aspect of this area is critical to
retention of the ghost town atmosphere of
the town of Bodie.




Scenic Values

Bodie is located in a spectacularly scenic
part of California. While the townsite itself,
nestled in its desert basin and closely sur-
rounded by hills covered with mine tailings,
might be characterized as stark, the same does
not apply to the more distant views that
reveal themselves from even slightly higher
elevations along the rim of the _basin, and
from all the routes entering and leaving Bodie
itself. No visitor to Bodie can escape being
confronted with breathtaking views of high
desert and mountain scenes. These views
embrace the eastern wall of the Sierra Nevada,
the broad expanse of Mono Lake with its
istands and nearby volcanic cones, and the
broad array of peaks in the basin ranges, some
of them as much as 3350 meters (11,000 feet}
in elevation. In the far distance, one may see
the White Mountains, with one peak more
than 4340 meters {14,250 feet) in height. The
experience of viewing these tremendous vistas
. is inevitably a very important part of any visit
to Bodie. o '

The natural environment along this ac-
cess road is a critical part of the ghost town
experience. The primitive natural condition
and isolation that were a basic part of the
history »of Bodie, and that contributed to its
transformation into a ghost town, are valuable
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scenic resources. The area along the access
road, therefore, shall be maintained in its
natural state, so visitors can understand the
conditions Bodie townpeople had to endure,
and to feel the ghost town experience on the
way into the unit. _ .

All historic structures, and the scars

from extensive mining operations, are impor-
tant scenic values that this unit of the State
Park System was established to protect and
perpetuate. Installations not representative of
the historic period are, by definition,
undersirable intrusions on both the historic
scene and the natural environment, One of
the most serious of these intrusions is the
modern powerline that brings needed elec-
tricity to the townsite.

There was a powerline constructed into
Bodie during the historic period; some of
these older poles are still in place. These were
superseded by the existing line, which is
visually much out of place in the townsite,
and detracts strongly frem the scenic and
historic values of the unit. Several instances of
road construction and land-clearing, accom-
plished since the unit was acquired by the
Department of Parks and Recreation, are
equally out of place, and detract greatly from

the experience of the historic scehe. These

intrusions on the Bodie landscape include the
existing parking lot and its access roads.



Recreational Values

The country around Bodie lends itself
admirably to the recreational pursuit of his-
torical interests, and to the esthetic enjoy-
ment of an unobscured high desert environ-

ment. Desert hiking can be enjoyed tremen-
dously; the rewards are primarily the expan- -

sive views available from ridges and peaks, and
the historical, geological, and ecological
stories that unfold. The scenic values of the
area hold much potential for landscape artists
and photographers. Some mountain slopes in
the region could be used for numerous
_summer and winter recreational activities. At
present, however, these recreational resources
are not used extensively, because they are too
remote from major population centers.

There is now a small campground at
Bodie State Historic Park. This is located in
Milk Ranch Canyon, about 610 meters (2,000
feet) north of the central cluster of remaining
puildings. The campground is within the areas
originally encompassed by the settlement and
the townsite boundaries. [ts closeness to
important cultural resources has resulted in
extensive vandalism of at least one historic
structure in recent years.

There are at least sixteen other camp-
grounds (eight U. S. Forest Service and eight
private campgrounds) within a twenty—mile
radius of Bodie State Historic Park, which
provide visitors with additional camping alter-
natives.

Resource Deficiencies

One of the greatest resource deficiencies
at Bodie State Historic Park is the current
small size of the unit. As now defined, the
Department of Parks and Recreation owns
property containing only the central core of
the Bodie community, leaving integral com-
ponents of that historic settlement outside
departmental jurisdiction. Highly significant
historic resources not now situated within the
unit include the Bodie-Benton Railroad
station and right of way, the Bodie Cemetery,
the racetrack, the toll house, Gray's Mill {stiil
standing, but heavily vandalized in the spring
of 1977), arrastra sites on Rough Creek, and
the mine hoisting works, mill sites, and other
industrial and residential structures and
features located on and near the Bodie Bluff-

_Silver Hill Ridge, among others. In addition to

excluding significant cultural resources, the
small size of the unit provides no buffer zone
to protect the cultural, natural, or scenic
values within existing boundaries. A greater
cross-section of the natural, scenic, and cul-
tural values of this region, which are unique

~ within the State Park System, will be pro-
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vided if the size of the unit is increased.
Another very critical disadvantage of the
present small unit area is that optimal loca-
tions for permanent administrative and public
service facilities are not available.

The lack of adequate administrative
facilities and stabilization funds has created a
deficiency of historic resources for the unit’s
visitors. A number of the largest and most
stable structures are currently inaccessible to
the public because they are used for staff
housing, maintenance shops and storage, or
are in such poor condition that they pose
safety hazards,

Deficiencies in the department’s resource
management program are noteworthy.
Adequate resource preservation and manage-
ment will require considerably more extensive

‘stabilization, restoration, interpretation, and

curatorial programs than are now being imple-
mented. At present, the unit lacks an inter-
pretive visitor center. This is essential, if
visitors are to be given adequate orientation
to the cultural and natural history of the unit
and the surrounding region.

Operational deficiencies include: (1}
small staff size; (2) inadequate access and
parking facilities; {3) substandard or insuffi-
cient staff housing, administrative, storage,
and interpretive structures; and (4) inade-
quate visitor control mechanisms.



DECLARATION OF PURPOSE The primary themes for this unit are: {1)
the discovery and early development of

On April 19, 1963, the State Park Bodie; (2} the technological evolution of the
Commission and the Chief of the Division of mining and milling industries that form
Beaches and Parks approved the following Bodie’s economic base; (3) the everyday lives
Declaration of Purpose: of Bodig’s many distinct ethnic and social

groups — how they lived, worked, and played;

“The purpose of Bodie State Historic {4} the process of urban growth and decline

Park is to make available to the people that created the Bodie of today; and (5) the

forever the opportunity to appreciate philosophy and methods by which the depart-

and enjoy the ghost mining town of ment is preserving Bodie for the future.

Bodie in its historic and natural setting.
The function of the Division of Beaches
and Parks at Bodie is to preserve and
protect the historic structures and fea-
tures in & manner that retains the ‘ghost
town’ atmosphere; to provide appro-
priate interpretive services; and to fur-
nish such other facilities and public
services consistent with the purpose of
the historic park, as may be necessary
for the full enjoyment of the park by
people.”
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The California History Plan {Department

of Parks and Recreation, 1973) outlines a
very general thematic breakdown of Cali-
fornia history. History plan themes repre-
sented at Bodie State Historic Park include
Exploration and Settlement, Post-Gold Rush
Mining Activities, Economic and Material
Growth, Commerca/industry, Population
Growth and Patterns, Engineering, 19th
Century Architecture, Social History, Life-
styles, Ethnic Groups, and National Factors.
These general themes are reflected in the
primary themes outiined above.

Specific aspects of these broad themes
that might be interpreted at the unit include:
the story of W. 5. Body; the status and role of
the Chinese, Native Americans, and other
ethnic peoples in Bodie’s economic and social
life; living and working conditions that com-
monly prevailed in Bodie’s mines and mills;
the history of local commerce and industry
other than mining; goods and services avail-
able to Bodie residents; the geologic character
and history of the gold district; and the
relationship of local social and economic

»
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development to more general regional,
national, and international trends. The tong-
term program of resource management, pres-
ervation, interpretation, and stabilization
which is in process at Bodie State Hlstorlc
Park is a theme of considerable importance. -
Themes that are secondary to the major
interpretive emphasis at Bodie, but should be
interpreted, include " prehistoric: Native
American occupation of the region, the plants
and animals of Bodie, and the effects of
human activities on the natural environment.
- The themes outlined above encompass a
flow of_history extending from the earliest
occupation of the area by Native Americans
to establishment of the unit as a state historic
park in 1962, The flow of history at Bodie

.includes this late date because the townsite

was never truly abandoned; mining and
testing activities continue even on Baodie
Bluff." The complete flow of history must be
considered, so the development of the
changing human relationship to the natural
environment at Bodie may be adequately
interpreted. (Resource Management Directive

No 46},
. The prime period to be demonstrated by

the remaining buildings and other visible
cultural resources at Bodie will be different
from that to be emphasized by further inter-
pretive efforts and devices. For the town
itself, the period to be depicted is the time
after Bodie was abandoned as an active
mining community, and had taken on a
“ghost town’ appearance. Thus, the townsite,
through an active preservation policy of
arrested decay, will be retained much as it
appeared at the time it was acquired by the
Division of.Beaches and Parks.

The periods interpreted at a visitor
center, or other interpretive devices installed
in the future, may also focus on other aspects
of Bodie’s active history. The prime period of
emphasis for new interpretive installations
should be the Bodie boom, 1877 to 1881,
with secondary emphasis placed on prehis-
toric occupation of the region, the early years
of Bodie’s discovery and development, and
the later years of its decline.

The Zone of Primary Cultural interest at
Bodie State Historic Park includes all of the
area ‘within the present unit boundaries
except the parcel which lies northwest of the
existing Aurora Road and north of Milk
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Ranch Canyon.. The northernmost boundary
of the zone follows the southeastern side of
Aurora Road, from the point at which the
road crosses the existing unit boundary on the
northeast to a point 488 meters (1600 feet)
north of ‘the intersection of Main and King
Streets. From this point, the northern
boundary. of the zone runs due west to
intersect the western unit boundary. The
southern, , western, and eastern limits of the
zone are ‘identical with existing unit bound-
aries.

The Zone of Primary Cultural interest
has been thus defined to include most of the
streets, roads, blocks, and lots that his
torically comprised the Bodie townsite prop-
er, except for those parts of blocks 27 and 28
that lie within the excluded parcel defined
above (see Official Plat of the Bodie Town-
site, prepared by L. A. Scowden and E.C.P.,
dated August 9, 1880; D.P.R. Drawing No.
4929). Parts of several peripheral lots, and the
Bodie Cemetery, also currently lie outside
unit boundaries. These are to be auto-
matically included in the Zone of Primary
Cultural interest when they are acquired by
the Department of Parks and Recreation,

The parcel in the northwest corner of
the unit excluded from the Zone of Primary
Cultural Interest is so defined to permit
constriction of essential operations facilities,
including: (1} an unpaved parking lot in Milk
Ranch Canyon; and (2) rangers' residences
immediately northwest of the Aurora Road
near the eastern boundary of the unit. It has
been determined that these proposed develop-
ment sites are the most acceptable of the
limited range of alternative sites now owned
by the department, from both an operations
and a resource preservation perspective. The
parcel excluded from the zone is known to
contain significant culturat resources, how-
ever, Developments in this parcel will be
limited specifically to the parking lot and
residences now being proposed for the loca-
tions defined above. No additional develop-
ment will be permitted within this area of the
unit. The proposed development will be sub-
ject to the same resource management policies
and procedures outlined in the “Declaration
of Management Policy” for the unit as a
whole.

30

Although existing unit boundaries in-
clude most of the Bodie townsite proper, it is
not assumed that all significant cultural re-
sources relative to the greater Bodie social and
industrial community lie within this zone.
When additional properties come under the
control of the Department of Parks and
Recreation, a new Zone or Zones of Primary
Cultural Interest will be defined, or the
current one extended, if such is required to
embrace significant cuftural values.

Within this (these} zone(s): (1} complete
historic and archeological integrity and au-
thenticity will be sought; and (2} no camping
or administrative public services or facilities
will be erected {Resource Management Di-
rective No. 45; Public Resources Code, Sec-

tion 5001.5(e})). Developments outside the
zone {including the proposed parking lot and
rangers’ residences) must be designed so they
are not visual intrusions on the primary
historic scene.




Cultural Values

Preservation/Stabilization

All significant  structures, ruins, ar-
cheological sites, features, and other cultural
resources representing the entire flow of
history at Bodie State Historic Park shall be
stabilized and preserved in a state of arrested
decay. A wide range of significant cultural
resources, including standing structures and
ruins, are in dire need of stabilization at
present. Thus, implementation of a com-
prehensive stabilization program is of the
highest priority, and will be assured before
any further development of the unit.

Specific preservation and stabilization
priorities will be delineated in a resource
management prograni, to be prepared and
adopted by the Department of Parks and
Recreation. These priorities will reflect: (1)
needs relative to public safety; (2) the present
condition and historic significance of the
existing cultural resources; and (3) inter-
* pretive and educational potentials of the
resources in question. [f stabilization is re-
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quired to prevent resource deterioration and
for interpretive purposes, it will be under-
taken only after adequate research has been
conducted, and in ways that will not unnec-
essarily threaten other significant ar-
cheological, historical, or environmental val-
ues. (Resource Management Directive No.
44),



Restoration/New Construction

In order to retain the appearance of an
abandoned mining town, no program of com-
plete restoration of cultural rescurces is to be
yndertaken at Bodie State Historic Park.
Restoration will be undertaken only as nec-
essary to insure the long-term preservation of
" existing cultural and natural values, All res-
toration or permissible new construction will
attempt to achieve an appearance compatible
with that of an aging, poorly maintained
mining community. Highest restoration pri-
orities are the standing buildings remaining in
_the unit. In addition, streets and roads that
have been relocated in recent years must be
restored to their original positions.

Reconstruction

In order to retain the appearance of an
abandoned mining town, only a small-scale,
specific, welljustified program of recon-
structions may be undertaken at Bodie State
Historic Park. Resources in need of protec-
tion, stabilization, or restoration will be given
adeguate attention before any reconstruction
is considered. Any reconstruction undertaken
must: {1) accurately reflect a specific historic
reality that was a verified part of the historic
Bodie community; {2} be precise, in terms of
placement and external appearance; (3} be
preceded by and based on a thorough
archeological/historical research program: (4)
not compromise the integrity of surrounding
cultural or natural values; and {5) use weath-
ered materials in order to blend any new
construction into the historic setting.

Interpretation

All significant cultural and natural values
preserved, restored, or reconstructed at Bodie
State Historic Park will be effectively inter-
preted. Interpretive objectives are to be in
harmony with the declared purposes of the
unit, Visitors will be made aware of the
primary and secondary themes and periods,
and the flow of history outlined in the
approved Resource Management Plan. If addi-
tional resources are discovered or acquired,
they also should be similarly interpreted. An
Interpretive Prospectus outlining the specific
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measures and programs by which these gen-
eral objectives are to be achieved has been
prepared, and will be implemented by the
department.

Ongoing Cultural Resource Management Pro-
grams

The Department of Parks and Recreation
will maintain an updated inventory of all
known cultural and natural values on prop-
erties under its control, or which are being
considered for acquisition of development.

A long-range cultural resource manage-
ment program will be prepared and imple-
mented by the department. This will detail
the specific priorities and methods by which
the aeneral preservation objectives outlined in
the Resource Management Plan are to be
achieved. Appropriate historical and arche
ological investigations will be undertaken as
hecessary, to identify, record, evaluate, and
preserve the unit’s cultural resources, before



any stabilization, restoration, interpretation,
or development is undertaken. ({Resource
Management Directive Nos. 53, 54). These
studies must be of sufficient breadth that
they: (1) permit a thorough assessment and
subsequent mitigation of any negative impact
any proposed development or activity will
have on the integrity of the unit’s cultural or
natural values; (2} result in comipilation of a
comprehensive data base on which any pro-
posed stabilization, restoration, recon-
struction, or development may be based; and
(3) employ professionaily recognized arche-
ological and historical research designs, stand-
ards, and objectives, Archeological inves-
‘tigations will be performed before any
development involving surface disturbance.

Ongoing archeological field research will be

interpreted for the visiting public. All arche-
ological data and materials recovered will be
fully analyzed and reported.
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Artifacts

A long-range program designed to ensure
the complete accessioning, protection, and
preservation of the entire range of artifacts
present at Bodie State Historic Park will be
prepared and adopted. The unit contains an
aimost overwhelming array of artifacts, rang-
ing from archeological deposits of household
debris to large .mining machinery; from du-
rable stone items to extremely fragile cloth
and paper goods. Extensive curatorial mea-
sures will be required if this material is to be
preserved from natural deterioration, the ele-
ments, theft, vandalism, and fire. Achieve-
ment of these protective measures are a high
priority among the department’s objectives at

Bodie State Historic Park.




Note Modern Power Pole on left side of Green St,

Undesirable Modern !ntrusions

The most notable modern intrusions on
the Bodie historic landscape are the existing
modern power lines and the access road and
parking lot. These features pose seriqus
threats to the irtegrity of the existing cuitural
and natural values. The road and its traffic,
the parking lot, and the power line constitute
blatant visual intrusions on . the historic
environment. The road and parking lot also
provide easy access to areas rich in cultural
resources. This situation permits the wun-
noticed theft of portable objects, which can
be quickiy placed in an autotiiobile out of
sight of the operations staff on duty. In-
adequate narking facilities result in the park-
ing of cars alnng the access road right-of-way.

" Hemoval of the access road and parking
lot to a location outside the Zone of Primary
Cultural Interest is an urgent priority. {See
page 64.)

The existing modern power line seriously
distrupts the historic atmosphere, and must
also be removed from sight. The lines required
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to supply needed power might be placed
underground or in a historically accurate
above-ground location, foilowing the path of
the original power line that served the com-
munity. |f an above-ground line is chosen, the

poles, crossmembers, lines, and insulators
must be historicallv accurate in appearance.

Various artifacts brought into the town-
site since its acquisition, and others that have
been moved from their original site to their
present locations, are considered to be mod-
ern intrusinns, These should be re-installed
and/or interpreted in a historicallv accurate
manner. The priorities dictating removal or
relocation of specific artifacts will be included
in future interpretive plans.

Use of historic structures for admin-
istrative services staff, housing, and non-
historic interpretive devices constitute mod-
ern intrusions on the Bodie scene. These
include the miners” union hall, which is
currently heing used as a museum. All siruc-
tures should be used to represent onlv doc-
umented “historically accurate realities or
events.



Unit/Visitor Carrying Capacity

In recent years, the popularity of Bodie
State Historic Park has increased rapidly. The
imminent paving of part of the Clearwater
Canyon Road offers a prospect of even more
drasticallv increased visitation. This situation
makes it essential that the question of the
unit's optimum visitor carrying capacity be
addressed. Considerations involved must in-
clude the esthetic detraction of large numbers
of visitors in the townsite at one time, the
threats that the actions of these visitors pose
_to the natural and cultural values, alternative
- means of controlling visitor flow through the
unit, the undesirable impact of increased
visitation on surrounding properties, the prob-
lems involved in handling increased auto-
mobile traffic, etc. Such a study should be
undertaken as an interdivisional effort. This
will of necessity include detailed monitoring
of visitor activities, and of the impacts of
those activities on the wunit's natural and
cultural values, over a period of years.
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Natural and Scenic Values
Environmental Setting

The obiective of the department with
respect to natural and scenic values at Bodie
State Historic Park is to maintain and per-
petuate a healthy, attractive, and historicallv
accurate environment, keeping this environ-
mental element appropriate to the historic
scene at all times.

The natural and scenic values present at
this unit are highly sionificant, as they fill a
theme deficiency otherwise unrepresented in
the State Park System. In light of this factor,
the fragile character of these valiles, and the
imrortance of a healthy natural setting free of
modern intrusions to interpretation of the
primary cultural resources, it is essential that
a sensitive long-term natural resource manage-
ment program be developed.

In order to adequately protect and inter-
pret these unique natural values, departmental
control of additional lands in the Bodie area



will be necessary. Minimally, these should
include all of the Bodie Creek drainage. New
properties should include examples of other
ecological niches present in the region, but
not in evidence within existing unit
boundaries. Suggested acquisition priorities,
based on such natural and scenic
considerations, will be developed by the

Natural Heritage Section.

Limitations on Land Use

As is the case with all historic units, the
limiting factors on allowable land use at Bodie
State Historic Park are based primarily on
retention of the integrity of the historic scene
and period. There are several considerations
that put severe limitations on land uses at
Bodie. The natural vegetation, being of a very
low stature, provides almost no screening or
concealing for intrusions on the historic or
esthetic scene. Because of the high elevation,

winters are severe, and the growing season is .

very short. This situation makes recovery very
slow after scarring of vegetation has taken
place. Because much of the soil is light or
brightly colored (as can be seen in old mine
dumps, access roads, and the parking lot),
fresh scars are both conspicuious and long-
lasting. These limitations demand that all
developments be sensitively designed and
carefully executed within the parameters de-
fined in the Resource Management Plan.
Visitor impact on the fragile natural and
cultural values present will be monitored. If
this research indicates a strong negative im-
pact on natural values, it will be necessary to
define carrying capacity, and to institute such
visitor ¢ontrol measures as are needed.

I R
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Acquisition, Operation, Recreation
Real Property Acquisition

An active real property acquisition pol-
icy will be adopted by the department. This
policy will be implemented in order to: {1)
acquire all available significant historic prop-
erties that were integral parts of the greater
historic Bodie community; (2} acquire or
otherwise control all property required to
provide a buffer zone necessary to protect the
cultural, natural, and scenic values of the unit;
{(3) provide potential construction sites for
necessary administrative, recreational, and
public service facilities; and {4) provide a
cross-section of the significant natural values
present in the region. It is the department’s
objective to protect all properties within the
Bodie Basin and the drainage of Bodie Creek.

It is essential that the priorities of such a
program be derived from consideration of the
preservation status of the cultural and natural
values involved, as well as operational pri-
orities. A pre-acquisition inventory of the
natural and cultural values located within the
greater Bodie ‘area should be conducted.
Available properties immediately adjacent to
the unit should be acquired as soon as
possible, so their management can be incor-
porated into ongoing long-range planning ef-
forts, Every effort should be made to provide
other forms of resource protection to parcels
that cannot be acquired immediately, but that
embody natural and cultural values significant
to the greater Bodie area,

Unit Access and Bypass

The access roads to Bodie State Historic
Park are an important part of the Bodije
experience. At present, the existing access
roads run directly into the heart of the zone
of primary cultural interest. These roads, and
the traffic they bear, constitute a serious
intrusion on, and a threat to, the integrity of
the unit’s historic environment.

A network of bypass roads that will
eliminate all non-essential traffic from the
zone should be constructed. This bypass
network must not be visible from the Bodie
townsite. Preliminary studies indicate that
such a bypass road is possible. All private
vehicular traffic should be eliminated, visually
and physically, from the zone. Furthermore,



it is the department’s policy to maintain the
current condition of the Clearwater Canyon
road, from Murphy Springs to the zone of
primary cultural interest.

Administrative Facilities

All of Bodie's administrative services are
now located in historic structures within the
Zone of Primary Cultural Interest. In addition
10 being an incompatible modern intrusion on
the zone, this situation constitutes a very real
fire hazard, because most of the structures are
highly flammable and are heated with wood
stoves. All administrative facilities should be
- removed to structures that comply with appli-
cable building codes and are outside the zone
{as defined in the Declaration of Purpose).

Fire has historically bsen a great threat
1o the existence of Bodie. This is still true
today; high winds, the desert climate, and
aging wood create a situation that could
quickly spread an uncontrolled fire to many
of the remaining buildings. Precautions a-
gainst such an occurrence should include
assurances that adequate fire fighting equip-
ment and water supply is readily accessible, in
good operating order, and can be transported
from its storage location to any part of the
unit within minutes.

Recreation

Development of recreational facilities at
Bodie State Historic Park shall be secondary
to and compatible with attainment of the
primary historic objectives. Recreational ac-
tivites that threaten the unit's historic or
esthetic values will not be permitted. Non-
intensive recreational activities, such as hiking
and picriicking, are generally compatible with
the objectives of the historic park, Although
the Public Resources Code permits picnicking
within zonhes of primary cultural interest,
facilities for this activity must be placed and
managed so they do not intrude on or detract
from the historic setting. Camping, bicycling,
and horseback riding are allowable rec-
reational activities only if kept in areas
strictly outside the Zone. The unit is not now
large enough to accommodate these rec-
reational activities. The presence of camping
facilities within the historic zone has resulted
in theft and vandalism in the past. In light of
these limitations, the existing campground
must be removed to an area outside the zone.
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Special-use trails necessary for viewing
cultural, natural, and/or scenic resources may
be constructed. The route or site of each
proposed trail or activity will be carefully
examined for the presence of sensitive natural
or cultural values. Construction will not begin
until such mitigation measures as are deemed
necessary to preserve those values have been
undertaken. The use of all interpretive, rec-
reational, and maintenance facilities, in-

cluding trails, shall be monitored periodically
to assess the level of damage to the cultural
and natural values involved. If the use of these
facilities is found to have an adverse effect on
cultural or natural values, use will be halted
until proper preservation procedures can be
implemented.

o M— .".'Sca?lﬁ
Inside standard stamp milt

Concessions

In order that the delicate integrity of the
historic scene at Bodie may be protected, no
retail businesses or services shall be estab-
lished under concessions agreement within the
Zone of Primary Cultural |nterest, or within
the viewshed of that zone.



Operations

The current size of the operations staff
at Bodie State Historic Park is considered
inadequate to effectively monitor visitor ac
tivity in all areas of the unit; the staff needs
to be expanded, to provide the protection
necessary ito ensute preservation of Bodie’s
cultural and natural values. Substantial staff
increases {along with implementation of other
visitor control techniques and a serious study
of the unit’s carrying capacity) will be re-
quired, if the negative impact of increased
visitation on the natural and cultural values is
to be minimized.

In consideration of the wealth of cul-
tural resources at Bodie State Historic Park, it
will be desirable to have culiural resource
management personnel permanently assigned
to duty at the unit. This staff Would be in an
effective position to coordinate all of the
Resource Preservation and [nterpretation
Division’s management activities, attend to
immediate preservation needs, conduct
research as part of an ongeing inventory and
evaluation program, and monitor the impact
of stabilization, restoration, construction, and
visitation on existing natural and cultural
values.

Other parameters regarding operational
methods, schedules, and systems are discussed
in the General Development Plan. All op-
eration, interpretation, and development of
the historic park and its cuftural and natural
values will be in conformity with Department
of Parks and Recreation Resource Manage-
ment Directives, the Public Resources Cade,
and the approved Resource Management Plan
-and General Development Plan,
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GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN



PLAN RECOMMENDATIONS

The General Development Plan contains
recommendations for land use, facilities, op-
erations, and future additions. These were
developed after an intensive nine-month
exchange between the planning team and
interested citizens, government agencies, and
staff within the Department of Parks and
Recreation. The recommendations presented
are an amalgamation of many persons’ efforts.
It must be realized that not all proposals can
be reflected in the final plan; however, all
ideas presented were evaluated, and helped in
farmulating this plan. |
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Existing Land Use Analysis

Existing land uses in the historic town
are centered around interpretation,

The town is open for exploration and
self-discovery. However, the standard stamp
mill area is off-limits due to unsafe structures,
machinery, and mineshafts, iT

Areas outside the town which act as a
scenic backdrop for Bodie have been de-
scribed as Bodie bowl. Four roads and- a
parking lotf are also included within this area.
Outside the bowl, most of the land is under
federal Bureau of Land Management control
and, therefore, is open to a variety of land
uses. The prime uses of this area are grazing,
mining, and recreation.

The Bodie Biuff, the area which was
historically mined and where active mining
_ exploration now occurs, is private property,
" and is off iimits to park visitors. It is unlikely

in the foreseeable future that the general
public will have access to this area. Studies by
the California Division of Mines and Geclogy
indicate that there will be continued interest
in mining this area. This suggests that it will

be extremely difficult to allow public access
to the area, due to safety hazards and normal
operational requirements of mining activities.

One of the first steps in developing the
General Development Plan was analyzing the
problems in the existing land use. It was
found that existing land uses at Bodie are
fragmented, disorganized, harmful to the re-
sources, and do not take full advantage of the
unique interpretive potentials. The numerous
roads leading to the historic townsite, and the
cars that use them, are modern intrusions
which detract from the unigue experience of
visiting Bodie. The parking lot, located next
to town, is not only an intrusion, but contrib-
utes to the loss of historic artifacts. The small
eight-unit campground located in Milk Ranch
Canyon is another contributor to the loss of
artifacts, especially after dark. Within the
town, numerous historic structures are used
for operational purposes, therefore limiting
the interpretive contributions of these struc-
tures. The use of historic structures for
storage, maintenance, and park residences
only increases the threat of fire, which may
be Bodie’s most serious enemy. Many inter-
pretive themes are present at Bodie, and
should be told; however, these themes are
inappropriate wihtin the “ghost town,” and
would detract from the Bodie experience if
developed within the historic zone.

o

FIGURE 7

Canceptual Design of Existing Land Use, Fig. 7

Figures 7 and 9 have been prepared to
illustrate the concepts of existing land use and
proposed land use,
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Proposed Land Use moocaam:amﬂo:u,

A number of changes are proposed to
correct the problems identified in Existing
Land Uss. These are reflected in the proposed
land use diagram, and in the General
Development Plan Map, page 48,

[ownsite — Within the historic 85&5 _

emphasis must be placed on preserving, pro-
tecting, and interpreting the unique cultural
features. _

1. 1t is recommended that the interpretive
experience of Bodie be enhanced by
opening up some of the closed areas and
structures (for example, the Standard
Stamp Mill), and by concentrating the
interpretive period on Bodie's “ghost
town” years, between 1936 and 1966.
See Interpretation, page 49,

It is recommended that all non-essential
modern intrusions be removed on a
timely basis from the Zone of Primary
Cultural Interest. Maintenance facilities,
seasonal housing, and equipment storage
could be removed immediately, if facil-
ities are available. However, the ranger
residences should remain in the town, in
either their existing or more appropriate
Jocations, until other safeguards can be
implemented to insure a level of artifact
protection higher than Is now possible.

The removal of these modern intrusions
is in keeping with the Interpretive pro-
gram, and would ease the threat of
accidental fire from department op-
erational activities, See Modern Intru-
sions, page b6 .

11 is recommended that the security for
artifacts be increased by installing elec-
tronic surveillance equipment. See Facil-
ities Design Criteria, page 62,




Bodie Bowl is an integral part of the

Bodie experience. The backdrop created by
the bowl is reflected in every scene; the town
forms a jewel of interest within the bowl,
when viewed from one of the numerous
vantage poinis on its rim. Within Bodie Bowl,
it is recommended that modern intrusions be
removed, and the historic setting be pro-
tected.

1.

It is recommended that county roads
within the bowl be abandoned, and
relocated around Bodie Bluff. See Cir-
culation, page 52,

Existing Eight-Unit Campground
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It is recommended that the existing
parking lot next to town be relocated to
Milk Ranch Canyon. See Circulation,

page 52

It is recommended that the existing
gight-unit campground be removed. This
campground serves very Tew visitors, and
is a threat to the historic artifacts.
Studies have indicated that there is a
surplus of camping units within Mono
County, where Bodie is located, and that
this campground is not required.

It is recommended that the department
work with the local and federal govern-
ments to study and resolve mutually the
conflicts in land uses arising from mining
activities.

Open pit mining is not considered to be
an acceptable resolution.




have been

identified that either add to the entry expe-
rience, contain significant cultural features, or
are important in retaining a segment of the
High Desert Province within the park. Proper
management of these lands is an important
aspect of this plan.

1.

It s recommended that an interpretive
center be constructed on the south rim
of the bowl. An interpretive center
outside the historic core is necessary to
interpret the many aspects of Bodie that
are not compatible with the deserted
mining town theme. The south rim site
was selected because it offers a good
view of town for interpretation and
surveillance. See Facilities Design Cri-
teria page 62.

It is recommended that the number of
park residences be expanded, and that
eventually, they be relocated outside the
townsite. Two residences are proposed
for the Milk Ranch Canyon area, to
provide surveiilance of the town. Two
residences are proposed. near the inter-
pretive center, to overlook the southern
entry and the center. See Facilities
Design Criteria, page 63.

It is recommended that equipment stor-
age and maintenance be relocated to the
Milk Ranch Canyon area, to reduce the
threat of accidental fire, and to allow the
opening up of historic structures rMow
closed. See Facilities Design Analysis,
page 62.

It is recommended that management of
all lands within the area of interest and
the park access corridors be compatible
with state parks management philosophy
{this is not meant to exclude hunting).

|t is recommended that the department
work with the local and federal govern-
ments to study and resolve mutually the
conflicts in land uses arising from mining
activities and road alignmeént.
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SPASSTO™  FIGURE 9

Conceptual Design of Propoesed Land Use, Fig- 2
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PLAN IMPLEMENTATION
Interpretation

The following material congerning inter-
pretation is from the April 1977 Interpretive
Prospectus prepared for Bodie State Historic
Park. This report is on file with the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation.

Two major types of interpretation have
been identified at Bodie. The first relates to
the historic townsite; the second relaies to the
proposed interpretive center.

Historic Townsite

The interpretive period should be the
time after Bodie ceased to he an operating
mining town. It is a town left in solitude, to
be bleached by the sun, and weathered by the
wind.

The interpretive theme will be: ‘‘Self-
discovery of the Ghost Mining Town of
Bodie.” Equipped with self-guided tour bro-
chures, previous visitor center orientation,
and a sense of wonder, visitors should be able
to imagine Bodie as it once was, and fo
appreciate the need to protect Bodie as it is
today.

Exploration of the ghost town is the
most exciting visitor activity at Bodie. impor-
tant to visitors’ enjoyment are the self-guided
tour brochures. A brief history of Bodie, an

orientation map, identification of structures -

or sites, information on their historic uses,
and how they reflect life in Bodie should be

contained in the brochures. This information
should be keyed to buildings and sites by
numbered wood posts.

These brochures should be distributed at
the proposed interpretive center, In the inter-
im, a brochure dispenser should be erected
along a footpath between the parking lot and
the ghost town.

To preserve the ghost town atmosphere,

'park personnel should not be in 1880-period

dress, but should remain in uniform.
Interpretive Center

Interpretive periods should be the years
before the demise of Bodie, 1859 to 1932,
The prime period of emphasis should be on
the Bodie boom vyears, 1877 to 1881,

Interpretive Themes — Primary

1. The discovery and development of
Bodfe: Visitors should be acquainted
with the early years of Bodie's history,
the story of gold discovery, the slow
growth of the town’s population, and
the contributing factors to the Bodie
boom. What was Bodie’s role in the
development of California? How many
people came west due to the Bodie and
other mining camp excitement? Did
eastern investments greatly affect
Bodie’s growth?

2. Mining at Bodie: The geology of the
Bodie district, the value and extent of
gold and silver production in town, the
historic relationship between Bodie and
other mining camps, miners’ fraternal
organizations, and working conditions
are topics that require interpretation.



Life at Bodie: What was the ethnic
composition of Bodie? Who lived at
Bodie, and why? What were the enter-
tainments, living conditions, and busi-
. ness concerns of Bodie inhabitants? How
were goods brought into Bodie? How did
Bodie residents survive the harsh
winters? The answers to such questions
will provide valuable insights into Bodie
lifestyles,

Bodie was a multi-ethnic community.
How were the Chinese, Indians, and
other ethnic minorities treated in town?
What were their contributions and occu-
pations? Bodie has distinct neighbor-
hoods based on race and class. Where
were these neighborhoods located?

The Decline of Bodie: What were the
economic and social reasons for Bodie’s
decline? Were there any national eco-
nomic trends related to the decline? Why
did the town hangon,despite a disastrous
fire? '

How did the appearance of Bodie change
in the vears of decline? These questions
must be answered, for visitors to under-
stand why Bodie became a ghost town.
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Technological Devefopments: Was there
a relationship between technological ad-
vances and the growth/decline of Bodie?
What were Bodie’s significant techno-
logical contributions? What were the
national repercussions, and who were the
inventors?

Enjoying Bodie: The answers to such
guestions as “Where do | go and what
will | be seeing in the ghost town,”
photography tips, and a definition of
arrested decay (so visitors understand
why the ghost town looks as it does) will
help make the exploration of Bodie
more enjoyable.

Keeping Bodie for the Future: Visitors
need to know of the human and natural
erosion problems which plague Bodie's
preservation and maintenance. A panel
explaining and iilustrating some of the
techniques used to preserve Bodie struc-
tures, and photographs of vandalism, wilt
hopefully increase visitor respect for the
ghost town structures, and will add to .
the appreciation of Bodie as a unique
and delicate cultural resource.




Interpretive Theme — Secondary

Natural Features: Bodie is the only unit
of the State Park System located in the
high desert region of the Great Basin.

The unigue characteristics of the
plant/animal associations and unique
geological formations should be
interpreted.

Recreation

Bodie's recreational potentials are di-

rected primarily toward the pursuit of his-
torical interests and the esthetic enjoyment of
"the expansive high desert landscape.

Because Bodie is the only park in the

State Park System located in the high desert -

region of the western Great Basin, the rec-
reational activities should aliow park visitors
the opportunity to be exposed to as much of
this spectacular scenic value as possible.

The following recreational activities
would be appropriate for Bodie State Historic
Park:

Scenic observation: Both cultural and
natural scenic values should be available to
park visitors for interpretation and enjoy-
ment. This can be accomplished by an inform-
ative interpretive center and overlook, casual
sightseeing around town by means of bro-
chures, and hiking and climbing through the
rough hills around Bodie.

Education: Cultural and nature studies
are appropriate uses for Bodie. This park can
act as a classroom textbook, open for the
curious to investigate.

Photography and painting: Bodie's sce-

nic qualities are excellent subjects for land-
scape artists or photographers. Both amateurs
and professionals can enjoy the unique re
sources Bodie offers. _

Picnicking: In the proper location, pic-
nicking will enhance visitors’ overall park
experiences. Picnic tables should be placed at
the townsite entrance parking, to be con-
venient for midday snacks, vet not an in-
trusion on the historic scene.

Winter use: Bodie is basically a fair-
weather park, but snowshoeing, cross-country
skiing, and snowmobiling attract visitors to
the town in the dead of winter. The Bodie
area lends itself well to these winter uses.
Snowshoeing and cross-country skiing will be
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encouraged, and will have the same freedoms
as summer pedesirian circulation. Snow-

mobile circulation will have the same restric-
tions as do other private vehicles within the
historic zone.




Circulation

The most serious threat to the integrity
of Bodie's historic environment is the pres-
ence of automobiles. Vehicles pose a visual
threat, as well as contributing to the loss of
artifacts. Therefore, one of the highest pri-
oritles should be removal of automobiles from
Bodie Bowl.

Presently, four roads lead into the town,
three of which are extremely visible. Auto-
mobiles on these roads, and those in the
adjacent parking lot, are visible from the
town. In addition, these vehicles create no-
ticeable dust trails. _

~ Due to these many access routes and the
proximity of the parking lot, visitor control is
a serious problem. Maintaining proper surveil-
lance of four acecess roads becomes an impos-
sible task with limited personnel. Further-
more, the parking lot is located within the
principle historic zone, and due to the topog
raphy, is hidden from the view of park
personnel. _

To remedy these problems, a bypass
road Is proposed. This will eliminate the
present intersection of county roads in Bodie
by circumventing the bowl. The bypass road
will terminate at a proposed parking lot in
Miilk Ranch Canyon {see Figure 14, page 65,).
From this point, visitors will walk a short
distance into the historic town. The elderly
and handicapped will be provided access into
and around town by the Ranger staff.

The proposed bypass road will have
several advantages: it will not be visible from
the historic town; it will provide expanded
interpretive experiences for visitors entering
the townsite; it will provide access to the
proposed interpretive center on the rim of the
bowl; it will provide many panoramic views of
the high desert and mountain scerery; and it
will provide better protection of the artifacts
within the townsite.

The proposed bypass road should be
buiit to minimum unpaved county standards.
Mono County has indicated the possibility of
abandoning parts of existing county roads,
after the new bypass road is constructed. The
county has also indicated it would be impos-
sible for it to fund this project, due to a
limited tax base. Therefore, the State of
California should take the lead in co-
ordinating with BLM and Mono County to
implement this proposal.

It is important that the road be properly
designed, to avoid areas with severe snow drift
potential. Other factors that should be con-
sidered in the final road design are proper
grading and drainage for spring run off,
control of dust, and views and vistas.

The use of service roads within Bodie
bow! should be kept to a minimum, and only
for essential services. It is recommended that
the proposed bypass road be used to reduce
the impact of service vehicles within the bowl
during periods of high visitation.
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shuttle systam. Some days, Bodie receives
little more than a handful of visitors; the next
day might be a weekend, with more than a
thousand visitors. Therefore, until visitation is
stabilized and controlled, a shuttle system
would not be workable. Due to its growing
popularity, a reservation system appears likely
in the future at Bodie. Such a system would
provide an advance estimate of the visitor
load. Under these circumstances, a shuttle
system would be feasible, and should be
reconsidered.
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53



Appropriate Land Acquisition

The state historic park is a relatively
small part of the Bodie Bowl, as shown in
Figure 2, page 7. The land surrounding Bodie
‘State Historic Park is either under the Bureau
of Land Management or private ownership.
Many interesting historic sites are located
outside the state’s ownership, and are in need
of protection. In addition to the historic sites,
much of the land surrounding Bodie, as well
as the entry roads, are visually part of the
Bodie experience, and should be adeguately
protected from undesirable uses or develop-
ment. :

) The land area which encompasses the
historic features, remains, and sites, and
which requires protection of the natural and
cultural resources, has been identified as the
area of interest. This land is not intended for
inciusion in the State Park System, but is land
in which the department is obligated to
monitor use.. iImproper use or development in
this area could resuit in irreversible damage
to the historic and natural resources.

The land area which is particularly
critical for preserving the visual quality of the
historic scene (the Bodie Bowl} has been
identified as appropriate land acquisition. In
addition to preserving Bodie's character, is
land encompasses most of the culiural
resources, and provide land necessary to
protect the historic town site.

Acquisition prioritias are:

The first priority should be lands nec-
essary to construct required facilities.
A separate patent application should be
submitted to BLM for these lands. The
Department “of Parks and Recreation
should be prepared to acquire the
necessary rights, I any encumbrances are
found on these properties.

The second priority should be given to
acquiring all lands within the Bodie
Bowl. This would require the purchase
of private inholdings, and a second
application to BLM.
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If any of these lands identified for
acquisition cannot be transferred or acquired,
a management agreement should be im-
plemented to insure the proper protection
of the remaining properties. This agreement
should be part of the BLM’s 1982/83 plan-
ning effort for the Bodie planning district.

To comply with the concerns aired by
individua! groups and agencies, the Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation is recommend-
ing, that lands in the “area of interest” zone
not be acquired. Such activities as hunting
and grazing should continue to occur, as
allowed by the Bureau of Land Management.
However, the Department opposes activities
which would have an adverse effect on the
historic scene (i.e. heavy off-highway vehicle
use).

The state is also concerned with manage-
ment of private and BLM lands along the
access corridors to the park. Management
agreements should also be developed for BLM
and private properties in these corridors, to
avoid unnecessary developments and land uses
in the future.

Two parcels of private land within the
Bodie Bow!l are now funded for acquisition;
see the appropriate land acquisition maps for
limits of this acquisition, page 55.

Additional acquisition may also be
necessary near all-weather Highways 395 and
167 for equipment and vehicle storage build-
ings. These areas could also be used for
interpretive and safety signs.

All discussions regarding land acquisition
are intended for long-range planning purposes
only, and are not a commitment for acqui-
sition.
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Modern Intrusions

One of the major focuses of this plan is
1o identify intrusions that detract or degrade
from the quality of visitors’ experiences. This
was done by inventorying the intrusions, and
by determining which intrusions were essen-
tial for the operation. it is recommended that
non-essential intrusions be removed, and that
the impacts of essential intrusions be mini-
mized. .

One of the major intrusions with the
Zone of Primary Cultural Interest is the use of
twenty-six historic structures for operational
needs, which closed them to interpretation,
These structures are used for storage of
equipment and supplies, 8 maintenance shop,

and residences for park staff. These uses
constitute a misuse of the unique historic

resourcsas, and contribute to the most serious
threat to Bodie — fire.

The following list identifies modern in-
trusions which are essential and must remain,
and non-essentfal intruslons which should be
removed:

These are essential modern intrusions,
which must remain; however, their im-
pacts should be minimized:

a.

b.

c.

e,

Department staff.

Avoid staged house displays and
renovating artifects to like-new
condition. Artifacts should be
placed in their historically accurate
locations.

Artifact protection devices should
be concealed from public view, or
should appear, natural in the sur-
roundings.

Visitor sanitary facilities, such as
restrooms, trash receptacles, and
drinking fountains, should be in
character with the historic period.
Contemporary  equipment and
utilities.



Modern vehicles

2. These are non-essential modern intru-
sions, which must be removed from the
historic zone:

a.  picnic areas.
b. campgrounds.

c. roads and parking.

d. . contemporary monuments and
plaques.

e. museum-type displays.

Ranger residences closed to the public

Operational Recommendations

The current size of the staff is in-
adequate to effectively satisfy Bodie’s present
needs. With the increasing popularity and the
proposals of this General Development Plan,
the need for additional operational staff is
amplified. _

it is the operational staff's respensibility
to have the sensitivity and the expertise
required to satisfy Bodie's unique and delicate
needs.

In addition to the size of the staff, the
scope of staff expertise should be expanded.
The following qualifications must be satisfied
on a vyear-round basis by department per-
sonnel:

Maintenance and construction skilis, to
implement the stabilization rec-
ommendations and proposed develop-
ments.

Cultural resource management skills, to
overview preservation needs, to research,
to inventory, and to monitor impacts of
stabilization and construction,

Interpretive skills, to prepare and present
Bodie's natural and historic values to the
public,

Law enforcement skills, to provide for
the public’s safety and welfare, and to
enforce park regulations.

Additional personne!, on a seasonal ba-
sis, will be necessary to provide support to the
full-time permanent staff during the heaviest
visitation periods of the year.



Concession Recommendations

Over the years, there have been a num-
ber of requests to develop concessions at
Bodie. These proposals have ranged from
mobile hamburger stands, gas stations, and
stores selling souveniers, camping supplies,
and film, to the more imaginative program of
restoring the railroad from Mono Lake to the
old railroad station, and having a concession-
operated train with concession tours of the
Standard Stamp Mill. To date, the department
has not allowed any of these proposals.

in retrospect, not allowing concession

development has been one of the most impor-
tant management decisions made at Bodie.
The town and bowl have remained untouched
by commercialism; the concept of arrested
decay has not been compromised, and the
experience of visiting a “‘ghost town” has
remained. This decision has been reinforced
by public comments generated at the public
meetings on Bodie.

However, two exceptions to the concept
of no concessions have arisen. One is the need
for the sale of literature related to Bodie for
those that would like more in-depth inter-
pretive experiences. The second is for a film
dispensing machine. Frequently, visitors arrive
at Bodie unprepared for the unique photog-
raphy feast available. It is recommended,
therefore, that the concept of no concessions
be continued at Bodie, except for a film
dispensing machine and the sale of literature
relating to Bodie. Both of these exceptions
should be provided at the proposed inter-
pretive center on the south rim of the bowl.

1t is recommended that the department
oppose any form of commercial development,
if proposed, between Highway 395 and the
town of Bodie, in the immediate vicinity of
Bodie. Commercial developments in these
areas would distraict from visitors’ entry
experiences to Bodig, and visitors’ experiences
within the historic zone.

Carrying Capacities

The recreational carrying capacity is the
amount of recreation use that a park or
facility can support without causing excessive
damage to the resources, and without lessen-
ing the recreational experiences of visitors.
The design of sanitary facilities, parking, and
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Parking lot overflow on by-pass road

other support facilities is based on the carry-
ing capacity.

The carrying capacities for Bodie State
Historic Park are recommended in : Table 1,
page 59, These are based on existing planning
and operational experience recommendations,
and on projections for proposed facilities.

It is imperative that these recommended
carrying capacities be carefully monitored,
studied, and adjusted as determined nec-
essary, to maintain the integrity of the re-
sources and quality experiences for visitors.

It must be recognized that Bodie is a
very limited resource. It has been reported
that the carrying capacity was exceeded on
Memorial Day Weekend, 1977. Construction
of the proposed facilities and implementation
of a limited reservation system will be
required to maintain the carrying capacity
without disappointing large numbers of
potential visitors.

High visitation



TABLE 1

AREA I NSTANTANEOUS TURN OVER TOTAL PARKING
CAPACITY FACTOR CAPACITY SPACES

TOWNSITE 400 persons 4 1600 Mi

STANDARD ML L 50 persons 4 200 135 Ganyon "

MILK RANCH CYN. Y

PICNIC AREA 40 persons 3 120

INTERPRETIVE CENTER

W/PICNIC AREA 140 PersonSmm— 11 1600 40  South Rim

TOTAL 630 3520 175

Max. Carrying Capacity
With Interpretive Center and Overlooks.

Max, Carrying Capacity
of Townsite With Impravements

o i — — ittt bl

Existing Carrving Capacity of Townsite

AVG. VISITOR

ATTENDANCE

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY Jun JuL AUG SEP ocT NQV DEC
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Proposed Facilities, Design Criteria

General Criteria

The following general design criteria are
provided to guide in the proposed site selec-
tion, and in design of the proposed facilities:

Climatic Limitations

A southern exposure is desirable,
because the sun will warm the southern slope
and leave the north slope cold. The snow will
tend to be deeper and last longer on the north
slope. _

The snowfall on the east side of the
Sierras is comparatively light (average thirty-
three inches on the ground in February). But
snowdrifts can reach twenty feet in depth,
placing tremendous pressure on structures.
Snowdrifts are more likely to occur near the
foot of north slopes. '

Steep slopes increase the possibility of
snow slides, mud slides, and foundation ero-
sion. Therefore, reference fo the slope map
and studies of surface hydrology will assist in
siting and design facilities.

Winds can reach 100 miles per hour and
more.

The following graph and figures were
derived over an eleven-year period. The most
important thing that this information indi-
cates is how often the temperature is below
freezing.

— Average daily maximum temperature:
53.330 Fahrenheit

— Average daily minimum temperature:
19,270 Fahrenheit

— Daily average: 36.30° Fahrenheit

— Average daily temperature in
"~ December: 21.55° Fahrenheit

— Highest recorded temperature: 92°
Fahrenheit

— Lowest recorded temperature: —320
Fahrenheit

o TRER R --mm«sw,ﬁme

o8 m o Lothin



TABLE 2 — Average Temperature in Bodie
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Slope Analysis

Generally, as the slope becomes steeper,
the cost .of construction and the environ-
mental impacts increase.

Slopes of less than ten percent are
desirable, whereas slopes of mere than twenty
percent are considered steep for intensive
development of facilities.

See the Slope Map, page 21.
Visual Quality

The architectural appearance of all pro-
posed facilities will be in character with
Bodie, yet should not attempt to duplicate
the aging and poorly maintained conditions of
the historic structures and features.

Jun

Jul

Dec-—'/1

Oct
Nov

=
3
g

Sept

An overlook can greatly enhance visitors’
interpretation and understanding of Bodie in
its natural and historic setting, by offering
interesting and picturesque views.

Any facilities which can be considered
visually intrusive on the historic scene must
be justified, and the impact must be mini-
mized.

Human Erosion

Historic structures should not be used
for park operations. The uses of these struc-
tures increases the chance of fire.

The following measures will lessen the
threat of vandalism and theft:
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Removing the existing campground.

Relocating the parking lot away from
the town.

— Limiting access into the town proper to
ohly one entrance.

Educating the public as to the problem.

— Introducing electronic surveillance

equipment.

— Siting structures to maximize visual sur-

veillance potentials.
Specific Criteria

See the General Development Plan Map,
page 48, for locations of the proposed
facilities.

Park Office

This should be located in the interpretive
center {see item No. 4, Interpretive Center,
for additional design criteria).

The office should be accessible and
identifiable. It should act as a center for
information, first aid, and emergency control.

The office should provide department
staff with a surveillance point for artifacts and
displays in the interpretive center, and a
general point for park operations.

Maintenance Shop and Yard

This should be located in the Milk Ranch
Canyon area. :

The facility should include a fully-
equipped maintenance shop; stabilization
maintenance is one of the most important
functions provided by the department.

The indoor shop should be heated for
winter use. :

There should be an indoor storage area
for protection of materials and artifacts from
the elements, in addition to the outdoor yard
for storage of equipment. = -

Garages will provide protection for snow
tractors, tractors, conventional cars and
trucks, and firefighting equipment (fire trucks
require a heated building during winter
months.).
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The maintenance shop and yard will not
be in view of the townsite, and should have a
minimal impact on the townsite entrance
road. '

Year-Round Residences and Dormitory

At least four year-round department
staff residences will be constructed, with a
minimum of two residences at the north and
south ends of Bodie bowl. Both locations will
provide for excellent surveillance of visitor
circulation within and around the townsite.
The site on the southern rim of Bodie bowl
will provide visual surveillance of the cultural
resources, without being a visual intrusion on
them. The residence located at the north end
of town will maintain control over the en-
trance road. This residence will be relatively
close to town, yet out of view of the
townsite.

Because of isolated and hazardous living
conditions, the residences will be clustered in
groups of two or more for protection during
winter months.

The dormitory will be placed on the
south rim of Bodie bowl, and will provide
housing for seasonal and visiting department
staff. The dormitory will provide residential
needs for staff assigned to Bodie on an
intermittent basis.

Garages at the residences should be large
enough to accommodate conventional
vehicles and snow tractors for winter use.

The dormitory will provide both male
and female staff with adequate privacy.

Wood-burning stoves or fireplaces should
be provided as alternatives for emergencies, or
for supplemental heating.



Interpretive Center

This should be located on_the south rim

of Bodie bowl.

This facility will provide all interpretive
services, as defined on page 49,

The structure will provide view plat-
forms (areas} for an overview of the town in
its natural and historic setting, and view§ of
the high desert and mountain scenery. IThe
platforms should be constructed for both
indoor and outdoor views.

The interpretive center shall have a
minimal visual impact on the townsite.
Handicap requirements will be accommeodated
in the interpretive center's design.

Interpretive Signs and Displays

Interpretive signs shall be placed on the
Clearwater Canyon Road at Highway 395,

and on the Cottonwood Canyon Road at

Highway 167.

The Red Cloud mining display, and
other artifacts brought into Bodie in recent
years which are not historically accurate in
their new locations, will be relocated to Milk
Ranch Canyon, next to the entrance parking
lot, or will be moved back to their original
locations.



Roads and Parking Lots

The proposed bypass road and parking
lots will be located as defined on the General
Development Plan  (See Figure 11, page 48).
The road will be constructed and maintained
at minimal unpaved county standards.

Road paving shall be flimited to the
Clearwater Canyon Road, from Highway 395
east to Murphy Spring area only. _

All parking lots will be of minimal design
and construction, using native material when
possible.

The capacity for each parking lot is as
follows: the interpretive center parking lot —
40 vehicles: the park entrance parking lot —
135 vehicles,

The interpretive center parking lot will
be located on the opposite side of the rim
from the townsite, so as not to be within
view. The townsite entrance parking lot will
be located at the upper end of Milk Ranch
Canyon, so as to be removed from view as
much as possible, with only overflow parking
being allowed in the mouth of the canyon
(see Fig. 14, page65).

Restrooms and Drinking Fountains

These will be located at the interpretive
center, the townsite entrance parking iot, and
within the town itself. _ N

Restrooms within the townsite should be
pit-type, to retain authenticity. Restroom
facilities at the townsite entrance parking lot
and interpretive center will be flush-type
toilets, because of the quantity of usage.

Adequate drinking fountains will be pro-
vided at the interpretive center, the townsite
entrance parking lot, and within the town.
The drinking fountain appearance will be in
character with Bodie, and will be identifiable.

Shelters

Formal and informal shelters will be
provided, due to the unpredictable weather
typical of Bodie. These shelters shall be
identifiable and always available during visita-
tion hours. The interpretive center can act as
a shelter.

Some kind of formal shelter shall be
provided in the picnic area at the townsite
entrance parking lot.

Within the townsite, shelters should be
informal, using the existing structures to
minimize intrusions on the historic scene.



FIGURE 14

TOWNSITE
ENTRANCE FACILITIES

MILK RANCH CANYON

o ] FACILITY

2
e

i
//"//;f’;’é/ Gt
-

DR ¢
B by
G e
Ly

%
AFE RESIDENCE
AND MAINTENANCE SHOP

65



Picnic Areas

The townsite entrance will have a picnic-

area that includes ten picnic tables, trash
receptacles, and drinking fountains. The
" picnic area will be sited to minimize the visual
intrusion on the historic townsite. The
existing topography and plat material should
be preserved.

SEQUENCE OF PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

The General Development Plan can be
broken down into several logical phases, if
funds are not available to implement the
entire project. Each of these phases should
satisfy the most pressing problems at the time
of implementation, and should also provide a
foundation for the following:

Phase I,
Stabilization of Resources

Stabilize historic structures and features
to a state of arrested decay, according to
stabilization program recommendations.

Improve operation facilities to lessen the
chance of fire, historically one of Bodie's
greatest threats.

Control vandalism and theft. Remove
the existing camping, and introduce electronic
surveillance equipment.

Improve the water systems and fire-
fighting capabilities.

Complete inventories, categorization sur-
veys, and studies.

Phase I,

Visitor Circulation and Develo;')ment of
Facilities at Milk Ranch Canyon

Construct a bypass road connecting the
Geiger Grade road, the Clearwater Canyon
road, the Cottonwood Canyon road, and the
Aurora road.

Construct a townsite entrance parking
lot in Milk Ranch Canyon.

Construct restroom facilities, interpre-
tive signs, displays, and a picnic area at Milk
Ranch Canyon.
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~ Phase'lll,
Development of Facilities at the South Rim

Construct the interpretive center, park
office, and a forty-car parking lot.

Construct year-round residences with
garages on the south rim.

Construct a dormitory.

Remove all non-historic features out of
the townsite, except for two year-round
residences and a maintenance shop.

Phase 1V,

Development of Operation Facilities at North
Entrance and Continued Protection of
Artifacts

Relocate the last two ranger residences
and maintenance shop out of the townsite.

Provide adequate protection devices and
surveillance equipment, to insure the protec-
tion of cultural resources.
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' [FURTHER INVESTIGATIONS

This section is a summary of additional
investigations and studies required  for
implementation of the management policies
and proposed deveiopments. _

The defined carrying capacity must be
monitored to determine the impacts of visitor
activity. If it is found that the number of
visitors is having a negative impact on the
cultural or natural resources, the carrying
capacity will be readjusted.

Ex-Bodie residents are still available as
resources. lnterviews can be used to gain oral
history from these knowledgeable individuals,
and can be used for the interpretive program.

A detailed and comprehensive stabiliza-
tion program is among the highest priorities.
This program is to be consistent with the
themes defined in the Declaration of Purpose,
and will act as a working manual to give
necessary guidance to implement the policies
and proposals of the Resource Management
Plan and General Development Plan. Inter-
divisional efforts of department personnel will
be required in completion of the stabilization
program. This program should be of enough
detail to determine, for example, how a
windowframe should be repaired, yet should
be flexible enough to accommodate the
inevitable changes that time will bring. Many
years from now, the same type of stabiliza-
tion program may not be appropriate because

of additional weathering of the already decay-
ing material. At 'that time, a restoration
program might be considered, if all possible
stabilization techniques have been found to
be ineffective.

A study should be completed to deter-

mine the feasibility of alternative energy
sources when defining the types of utilities to
be used at Bodie. Solar and wind power may
be particularly appropriate for facilities pro-
posed on the southern rim of Bodie Bowl.
This study should. be conducted before siting
the structures.
_ Lands surrounding Bodie are under fed-
eral Bureau of Land Management control;
therefore, the department must coordinate
closely with the bureau to insure that manage-
ment of these lands reflects its goals and
objectives.

The department will present its concerns
and desires to the bureau by way of this
Resource Management Plan and General
Developmeni Plan. The department should
continue to work closely with staff in the
future, during land use planning.

The Bureau of Land Management recog-
nizes Bodie's historic significance; it is a
National Historic Landmark, and is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places. This
classification enables Bodie to be eligible for
federal grants, and provides for some protec-
tion. The bureau has scheduled planning for
the Bodie area in the 1982-83 fiscal vear.

The following list is a summary of the
department’s concerns which must be coordi-
nated with the Bureau of Land Management
in order to be implemented:

o Access corridor restrictions, visual
intrusions,
o  Assist in development of a bypass road.
o Camping restrictions, and possible devel-
opment of a new campground outside
the historic scene, on BLM land.
o Mining restrictions, so as not to be
visually intrusive on visitors’ entry expe-
- riences, or within the town.
o  Hunting restrictions within the historic
zone,
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FOR REVISED BODIE
GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The Environmerital impact Report (EIR)
is divided into three major sections: (1)
description of project; (2) description of
environmental setting; and (3) environmental
impact. The degree of specificity of the iatter
two chapters is not in detail, due to the
general, broad nature of the project descrip-
tion. The General Development Plan for
Bodie State Historic Park is broad in scope;
therefore, the EIR is also a broad assessment
of the potential impacts. Whenever a specific
phase of the overail plan is budgeted and
proposed for implementation, a more detailed
and specific environmental assessment will be
prepared for that particular project, as part of
the budget package.

Description of Project
| ocation: See Project Description, page 5.
Objectives: See Purpose of Ptan, page 3.

Project Description:
ment Plan, page 39.

See General Develop-

Description of Environmental Setting

Existing environment: See Resource Descrip-
tion and Evaluation, page 13.

Regional considerations: See General De-
velopment Plan, page 60.

Environmental Impact

The left column in Table 3 lists the
proposed facilities of the General Develop-
ment Plan. Each of these was assessed, with
environmental factors listed across the top. It
was determined that there would be no
significant environmental effects from the
proposed actions. The interactions were al!
found either to be non-existent, to be bene-
ficial, or to have.a “non-significant effect.
Most of the proposed, planning objectives will
have a beneficial effect on the environment
when they are implemented.
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The analysis of environmental effects
was hased on the fact that there will be an
increase in annual attendance at Bodie SHP.
The left column in Table 3 lists facilities and
plan phases proposed in the General De-
velopment Plan. Each was assessed, with
the environmental factors listed across the
top. Refer to the following key for a de-

Iscription of the four categories used in

rating the environmental effects:

KEY TO TABLE 3 '
0

No Interaction: Project implementation
does not cause a significant environ-
mental effect, because the proposed
development or management does not
interact with the environmental factor.

O Beneficial Environmental Effect: The
interaction of the proposed development
or management with the environmental
factor is favorable.

® WNonsignificant Environmental  Effect:
Although the development or manage-
ment interacts with the environmental
factor, the effect does not cause a
substantial adverse change in the en-
vironment, or the significant effect is
mitigated by design criteria.

& Significant Environmental Effects: The

interaction between development or
management and the environmental
factor may cause a substantial change in
the environment that cannot be avoided
if the proposal is implemented as pro-
posed.

Short-Term Effects

During construction of the proposed
facilities as described in the General De-
velopment Plan, there will be several non-
significant effects, including increased fevels
of noise, dust, and consumption of energy.
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Long-Term Effects

The proposed action will result in

improved protection and preservation of

_cuitural

resources, and improved inter-

pretation and day use facilities for the public.
Following is a summary of anticipated long-
range non-significant impacts:

1.

Soil Effects: Soll .erosion could result
from construction of roads, parking
areas, and buildings. Foaot traffic near
the townsite could result in some soil
erosion and soil compaction.

Energy Consumption Effects: New
buildings will require an increase in
energy consumption. Increased travel to
the townsite parking area will require
increased vehicular fuel consumption.

Vegetation Effects: Construction of new
roads, parking areas, and buildings will
result in loss of vegetation, mainly of
species in the Sagebrush Scrub biotic
community.

Wildlife Effects: There are several species
of birds and marmmals in the Bodie area
that may be disturbed by construction
of new facilities, and by human activity.
The sage grouse, deer, and antelope are
three game species living in the area that
are highly sensitive to changes in their
habitat. Specifically, the sage grouse
have several established strutting grounds
{mating areas). Deer and antelope in the
area need to use the few aspen groves
and springs in the area for cover and
water. : o

The proposed plan, as revised, does not
directly infringe on these sensitive areas.

Fire Hazard Effects: Bodie has a history
of severe fires, and the possibility of
another one is real. Increased visitor use
will add to the fire danger, but the
proposed development will mitigate this
increase.

Hydrology Fffects: New roads and
developments may alter some drainage
patterns. Increases in water consumption
will occur with higher attendance.

15

7.

10.

11.

12.

Air Quality Effects: High vehicle use due

‘to increased attendance, and greater

consumption of fuel, will add to air
pollution,

Moise Effects: Increased traffic in the
proposed parking areas and bypass roads
will result in more vehicle noise in these
areas. Traffic noise in the Zone of
Primary Cultural Interest will be less,
thus benefitting the cultural atmosphere
of the zone.

Noises from people themselves, such as
talking, calling family members together,
etc., will have a detrimental effect on
enjoyment of the unit by other visitors.

Open Space and Aesthetics Effects:
Construction of roads, parking areas, and
buildings will affect open space outside
the Zone of Primary Cultural Interest.
Removing roads, parking, and modern
powerlines within the zone will have a
beneficial impact.

Transportation Effects: Construction of
roads and parking areas will provide .
access to the visitor center and the
historic townsite. The proposed road
system will bypass the townsite (see
Figure 11}. It will add distance, but will
reduce the impact of traffic in the
townsite, and sight of the townsite.

Cuftural Resources Effects: Most of the
action proposed will benefit the histor-
ical resources, such as stabilization,
electronic surveillance, and removing the -
campground, modern powerlines, roads,
and parking. However, minor dete-
rioration of historic and prehistoric
artifacts will probably continue.

Public Services and the Community
Effects: There will be slight increase in
staffing, and resultant increases in
required services such as schools and
utilities. (In the past, rangers with
school-age children were not assigned to
Bodie).



Increases in visitation will concentrate

visitation at the interpretive center and the
parking area in Millk Ranch Canyon.

Significant Environmental Effects That
Cannot Be Avoided If The Proposal
Is Implemented

The non-significant environmental ef-

fects described above will not cause severe
damage. Some of these can be further mit
" igated. None of these effects can be com-
‘pletely eliminated by mitigation measures
or reasonable alternative actions.

Mitigation Measures Proposed To
Minimize The Non-Significant Effects

The following mitigation measures will

substantially minimize the environmental
effects —

1.

Soils: The proposed roads, parking areas,
and buildings will be designed to min-
imize erosion due to exposing soils
to wind and water by cuts and fills.
Drainage measures and revegetation will
be used.

Energy Consumption: Detailed energy
conservation  measures relating to
building construction and design will be
included when a more specific EIR is
prepared for implementation of partic-
ular budgeted phases of the plan.

The staff vehicles will be operated fas
little as possible, to conserve fuel.

Vegetation: Native vegetation will be
protected and encouraged to grow in
bare areas caused by abandoned roads
and construction scars.

Wildlife: Wildlife mitigation measures
consist of choosing the proposed inter-
pretive center site and road alignment
alternatives over those previously cho-
sen. The revised proposals will protect
sage grouse strutting grounds and deer
and antelope habitat. Severa! previously
proposed road alignments and trails have
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10.

been eliminated from the plan, to
protect wildlife. '

No use areas are planned in and around
springs or aspen groves, which serve
as habitat for deer and antelope.

Fire Hazard: The proposed fire detection
system will help spot fires quickly., The
fire hydrants will be improved. The staff
will be trained in fire fighting, and
equipment will be improved.

Hydrology:  All park development,
including buildings, roads, and parking
lots, will be located to conform fo
natural drainage patterns wherever pos-
sible, and will be designed to minimize
surface water runoff.

Air Quality: Air quality is good in this
part of the state. Visitors should be
encouraged to pool rides,or to use tour
buses. State cars will be kept in good
operating condition, and will follow
strict emission standards,

Buildings will be heated by appropriate
technology and clean-burning fuel,
where feasible. Modern buiidings will be
well insulated.

Noise: Parking and bypass roads outside
the Zone of Primary Cultural Interest
will reduce traffic noise within the zone.

Removing maintenance buildings outside
outside the Zone of Primary Cultural
Interest will also reduce noise. Radio
playing and cother extraneous intrusive
sounds will be discouraged and/or
efiminated. .

Open Space and Aesthetics: Roads and
parking lots kept outside the Bodie Bowl
will increase open space within the Zone
of Primary Cultural Interest. Removal of
modern powerlines and other intrusions
will improve the “ghost town at-
mosphere”, and will remove a significant
non-historical “‘eyesore”.

Transportation: Many visitors may not
want to travel further than the inter-
pretive center, thus reducing traffic



into Milk Ranch Canyon and the town-
site area.

County roads will not pass through the
townsite. The townsite integrity will be
preserved. : - -

Cultural  Resources: Staff and
well-hidden surveillance equipment will
greatly aid in reducing thievery. Removal
of the campground, road, and parking
will also make thievery more difficuit.
Stabilization plans will help keep Bodie
in a state of arrested decay. Removal of
non-historic intrusions such as roads and
powerlines will improve the appearance
of the “Ghost Town"”,

11.

12. Public Services and Community: There
will be slight increases in the need for
public services. The department will

work with the county in this matter.

Day use attendance will increase, but
increased facilities will help accom-
modate increases in attendance. Restric-
tions such as reservations may be nec-
essary.

Alternatives to the Proposed Action

No Change: The unit would continue to
operate under the present conditions, put
problems outlined in the General Develpp-
ment Plan and Resource Management Plan
would continue, and may increase. Among
these problems are inadequate protection and
preservation and modern intrusions into the
Zone of Primary Cultural [nterest,

Other alternative actions: There are a
myriad of project alternatives resulting from
combinations of possible individual actions.
Reasonable alternatives for problems are
briefly described below:

Roads an‘d Parking

Paving within Bodie Bowi: 1t is felt
that a paved road beyond the proposed
county road paving project at Murphy's
Spring would have a deleterious effect on the
ghost town experience.
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Various bypass and entrance road
alignments: (1) The first alternative would be
to have entrance roads, parking, and bypass
roads within sight of the ghost town. This
would not change the visual and noise effects,
or the risk of artifact thefts, which now exist.
{2} The second alternative would be the
proposal shown in the first preliminary
report. This proposal would be the best one
for solving the problem of bypassing the
townsite, and entering the townsite area from
an unobtrusive point. Unfortunately, this
alternative would have an effect on the sage
grouse strutting grounds and the deer and
antelope habitat. {3) The proposed alternative
would be a compromise between one and
two. Wildlife would not be greatly affected,
and the ghost town atmosphere would not be
greatly affected.

Campground: One alternative would be
to move the campground from its present
location in Milk Ranch Canyon to another
part of the project. However, it is felt that
the supply of campgrounds in Mono County
area is adequate. (The Department has acted
and the campground has been removed, as
requested by the DPR Park and Recreation
Commission at its meeting on June 9, 1978,
in Mammoth Lakes, California.)

Concessions: Some thought has been
given to having food and goods for sale. It is
felt that concessions, except for the avail-
ability of film and Bodie literature, would
detract from the ghost town experience, and
would create litter problems.

Interpretive Facility: Several locations
and types were studied. Possible locations
include sites near U.S. 395, near Murphy
Springs, and in or close to the Zone of Pri-
mary Cultural Interest. All have advantages
and disadvantages as they pertain to the
entrance and townsite and effects on wildlife.

The proposed site would have less
impact on wildlife than other previously
considered ridgetop sites, although it would
have less of a panoramic view of the townsite
and high desert region than the site originally
proposed.

. Only a large interpretive facility, which
would be a combined museum, could house
artifacts now displayed in the miner’s union
hall.

Operations Facilities: Housing in the
Zone of Primary Cultural [nferest is an



intrusion. Employees need to live near the
town for protection and maintenance of the
unit, but not in the zone. Several locations
were investigated; each site has advantages
and disadvantages.

The Relationship Between Local Short-term
Uses of Man’s Environment and the Mainte-
nance and Enhancement of Long-term Pro-
ductivity:

Implementation of the proposed General

Development Plan and Resource Management

Plan would protect and improve inter-
pretation of the unit’s historical resources,
and would increase the numbers of areas with
day use facilities for the public. The public
should be able to enjoy the unit for many
years.

If the Department of Parks and
Recreation discontinued its program at Bodie,
several other scenarios might take place.
Among these are escalated vandalism and
thievery, and commercialism. Additional
commercial interests might be in mining or
grazing of stock.

Any Significant lrreversible Environmental
Changes That Would be Involved in the
Proposed Action Should It Be Implemented:

None of the proposed environmental
changes would be irreversible.

The Growth-inducing Impact
of the Proposed Action:

Because of the paving of the road to
Murphy’s Spring, there could be an increase
in traffic. The proposed interpretive center
will be a destination for many visitors. T{e
demand to visit the townsite may require
measuras such as a reservation system to
prevent overuse.

Overall, the economy and growth in the
Bridgeport area and Mono County is not
expected to increase because of the project.

18



10.

11.

12,

SUMMARY OF ENVIRONMENTAL
EFFECTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

Effects

Soil Erosion

Energy Consumption

Vegetation

Wildlife, e.g., sage grouse, deer, and
antelope
Fire Hazard

Hydrelogy

Air Quality
Noise
Open Space

Transportation Circulatioh and Roacis

Cultural Resources

Public Services and Community -
Increased visitation
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10.

11.

12.

Mitigation Measures

Design and with native

species.

revegetate

Specific building design to reduce staff
use of vehicles.

Replant native vegetation.

Avoid roads and facilities in sage grouse
strutting grounds, habitat areas.

improve fire detection system, water
supply equipment, and trained staff.

Use well-designed roads, parking, and
buildings to minimize surface drainage
problems.

Use car pools, tour transportation;
insulate new buildings.

Move roads, residences, and maintenance
buildings outside townsite.

Remove roads and other intrusions
inside bowl; remove madern powerlines.

County roads will bypass town.
Interpretive center may siphon off
traffic from going further into Bodie
townsite.

Stabilization and surveillance; roads and
parking further away from townsite.
Staffing increase.

Work with county for minor increases in

services for staff. Reservation system
may be necessary on peak use days.

For a list of agencies consulited in

preparing the preliminary RMP, GDF, and EIR
see inside front cover.
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SUMMARY OF RESPONSES TO
PAMPHLET/QUESTIONNAIRE

Stabilization/Arrested Decay Concept:
Emphasis was on stabilization of Bodie to a
state of arrested decay. The concern was that
the state could do a better job.

interpretive Methods: A less active or
more passive interpretive program seemed to
be more desirable. The town would be best
presented by self-discovery, or by seif-guided
park activities.

Standard Stamp Mill and Surrounding
Access: Opening the mill and surrounding
area was one of the highest priorities. 1t was
determined this would greatly enhance the
Bodie experience.

Visitor Center: Feelings were mixed as
to this subject. Some felt that a misplaced
visitor center and/or the visitor center itseif
would have a negative impact on the Bodie
experience. Others felt the visitor center
would greatly enhance visitors” enjoyment. In
summary, if the impact of the visitor center
could be limited, it would be desirable.

Visitor Controf: Once members of the
public were made aware of the vandalism and
theft problems, they emphasized the need for
adequate control to ensure preservation ofithe
resources.

Campground: As in visitor control, the
public was not willing to accept the problems
created by the existing campground, and felt
it must be eliminated or relocated.

County Bypass Road: The bypass road
concept was extremely desirable.

Access Road: Feelings were split down
the middle on the county’s plan of paving the
entrance road. This indicated that the paving
should be limited, and should not be in-
creased in the future.
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Operations Facilities: The public re-
sponse indicated that the existing situation
was acceptable, but if the operations facilities
were removed from the historic structures,
this would open them for public inter-
pretation, and this was considered more desir-
able.

Concessions: Concessions were con-
sidered undesirable.

Restrooms/Drinking Fountains: These
facilities should be kept at a minimum, and
should not conflict with Bodie's authenticity.
As visitation increases, these facilities must
also increase, but should be kept at a min-
imum within the townsite itself.



Appendix B

COMMENTS RECEIVED FROM REVIEWING AGENCIES
AND RESPONSES TO COMMENTS

The Preliminary Plan for Bodie State Historic Park Resource Management Plan, Genera! Development
Plan, and Environmental Impact Report was circulated to the State Clearinghouse, {15 copies), Mono
County and to Dr. Mark of the Sierra Club. The revised preliminary General Development Plan,
Resource Management Plan, and Environmental Impact Report responded ta most of the original
comments.

Part | — Comments

Comments on the original plan were received from the Department of General Services, Transpor-
tation, and Fish and Game. Responses to these comments appear in Part 11, p. 91.
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State of California

Memorandum
Date January 26, 1978 | File No, :
To O0ffice of Planning

From :

1400 Tenth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Subject :

and Research Bodie State Historic
Park, EIR SCH# 78013040

0ffice of Facilities

Department of General Services - Planning & Development

1015 L Street - 95814
445-0780

The Department of General Services has reviewed the subject EIR
and is providing the following comments for your information:

On Page 54 of the document, it is noted that two parcels of private
land within Bodie Bowl are now funded for acquisition. Inasmuch

as General Services will be carrying out the acquisition of this
property, information as to the economic impact of this acquisition
upon the local tax base and upon the private owners of the property
should be discussed. Additionally, any relocation assistance that
may be required due to the acquisition of this private land should
also be brought to light in the EIR,

If any demolition of State-owned structures is required in imple-
menting this project, a thorough discussion of the significance of
those structures must be made available to this Departiment before

a demolition contract can be let. Such information may not be
avajlable at the time of this EIR but should be made available in a
subsequent environmental document on that demoTition.

If there are any questions concerning this memorandum, please feel
free to call me at 5-0780.

Fomee ) e
ames R. Hargrove,

Senior Environmental
Planner

Environmental
Planning Section

JRH:a0
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Stare of California _ Business and Transportotion Agenty

-

Memorandum

To : Mr. Art Lichtman ' ' Date: February 21, 1978
A-95 Coordinator - DOTP
File : Clearinghouse

From : DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION i
District 9

Subject: SCH 78013040 _
Bodie SHP Resource Management Plan,
General Development Plan, and EIR

The plan should reflect accurately the status of the
"Clearwater Canyon Road". This road is currently maintained
by Mono County, but is adopted State Highway Route 270. The
legislative description of this route is, "from Route 395 south
of Bridgeport to Bodie State Historic Park"™. Mono County has
one project to pave a portion of this road now under contract,
and a second project to complete paving to the vicinity of Murphy
Springs is scheduled. Upon completion of each project,
CALTRANS will assume responsibility for maintaining and operating
the paved road. Pursuant to an agreement between the County
of Mono, CALTRANS, and the Department of Parks and Recreation,
DP&R will assume responsibility for maintaining the unpaved
portion of this road between the vicinity of Murphy Springs
and the end of the route. (This may be accomplished by
CALTRANS forces under an interagency agreement.)

" Tnasmuch as the ultimate park boundary is more than
three miles westerly of the existing boundary cited in the
legislative description of the route, and inasmuch as DP&R will
assume responsibility for much of the road inside the ultimate
park boundary, we suggest that consideration be given to revising
the limits of the route. In this way the jurisdiction of our
respective agencies can be clearly defined.

Despite relocation of the various roads in the Bodie
Basin, the dust problem mentioned on page 52 will continue to
exist. In fact, if the “townsite entrance" is located north
of the townsite as shown on Figure 12 (page 53). considerable
additional travel will be generated over unpaved roads, as
compared with possible alternative entrances such as one near
the racetrack. A visitor arriving via Clearwater Canyon, for
example, would drive an additional 12 miles (round-trip basis)
on the by-pass road and the Milk Ranch Canyon Road. Since
most visitors arrive via Clearwater Canyon, it would seem
reasonable to provide the "townsite entrance" off Clearwater
Canyon Road. .. . 87



Mr. Art Lichtman ' February 21, 1978

-2

Considering the elevation of Bodie, placing the
parking lot and "townsite entrance" a half-mile from the townsite
will have the effect of restricting visitorship to some extent.

The elderly and handicapped will find it difficult or impossible
to walk into the townsite.

. A. Paglia
Chief Deputy District Director

AHH:ac
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Staté of California h N , The Resourcos Agency
. ' PPN i
Memorandum 2L

To : 1. L., Frank Goodson Date: March 13’ 1978
Projects Coordinator ‘
. 2. California Department of Parks
and Recreation
P.0, Box 2390
Sacramento, California 95811

From : Department of Fish and Game

Subject: SCH 78013040 - Bodie State Historic Park

We have reviewed the "Resource Management Plan", "General Development Plan',
and "Envirommental Impact Report" for the Bodie State Historic Park, and find
we must oppose the proposed park expansion program and its public use facility
development due to potential severe impacts upon wildlife habitat, and further-
ing the loss of lands open to public hunting.

We specifically refer to the potential damage to wildlife habitat and adverse
impacts to wildlife that could result from the implementation of the following
public use facilities which are proposed in the General Development Plan.

1. The proposed vehicular travel route would impact fragile and highly
valuable wildlife habitat consisting of mountain meadow and riparian
woodland. Valuable sage grouse strutting grounds in sage brush ranges would
also be adversely affected.

2. The interpretive center and support facilities proposed for comstruction
on the south rim of Bodie bowl would eliminate the wildlife value of the
only riparian grove of aspens in that area. Additional impacts to sage
grouse strutting grounds would occur.

3. The location of the photographers' walk-in parking lot is within a highly
gensitive summer range used as deer fawning and antelope kidding grounds.
We believe irrevocable,damag# would occur to these key wildlife areas if public
use facilities are developed.

4. The proposed bypass roads are objectionable as they will adversely impact
valuable habitat for sage grouse and antelope. The Department of Fish and
Game, in cooperation with the Bureau of Land Management, Youth Comservation
Corps, and the Bureau of Reclamation, has completed three meadow and water
regtoration projects in this area to improve wildlife habitat conditions.
The development of increased public access could ultimately result in dis-
ruption of wildlife use and thus lower the effectiveness of these habitat
improvement projects.

5. The Murphy Spring Interpretive Center and attendant facilities would be
constructed within a spring-meadow environment that is extremely valuable
for sage grouse, deer, antelope, and many other species of wildlife. The
development of public use facilities would result in adverse impacts to
wildlife.
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1. L. Frank Goodson -2
2." California Department of Parks oo
and Recreation

We find that the wvast area that would be included in the expanded park may be
withdrawn from public hunting due to management policies of the Department of
Parks and Recreation. If this occurs, significant hunting opportunities will
be lost in a region where heavy pressure for the taking of sage grouse and deer
is experienced each year. The continued reduction of lands open to public
hunting could ultimately result in severe hunter concentrations in remaining
open hunting areas. This could result in negative impacts for the hunting public,
and may result in overcrowding that could create hunter safety hazards and a
reduction in aesthetic values associated with this outdoor activity. We object
to the closing of these lands for hunting purposes, and refer to our letter of
August 24, 1964 regarding the continuance of public hunting within an expanding
Bodie State Historic Park.

We suggest a meeting between our agency personnel to discuss the subject plan,
and our mutual responsibilities in managing natural resources.

If you have any questions, please contact Mr. Robert D. Montgomery, Regional
Manager of Region 5, at 350 Goldem Shore, Long Beach, California 90802. The
telephone number is (213) 590-5113.

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on this document.

Director
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Part Il — Responses to comments

Departrent of General Services — CEQA compliance has been completed for the acquisition of the
two parcels of land which are noted on pages 54 and 55 in the Preliminary Plan. A notice of determi-
nation was signed October 4, 1976. No buildings will be demolished and no relocation assistance will
be required. R

Départment of Transportation — An agreement for maintaining the main road from Murphy Springs to
the boundary of Bodie State Historic Park has been completed. Your letter accurately reflects the
status of “’Clearwater Canyon Road.”

Historical integrity is given a priority over automobile convenience. The impact of traffic via the most
direct route and parking within the town site would have a deleterious effect on the ““ghost town
experience”. The proposed plan will eliminate the visual impact of the automobile and help reduce
vandalism and theft of artifacts. The walking distance from the proposed parking area to the town site
is not considered unreasonable for the average visitor. The elderly and the handicapped will be given
special consideration as they are at present. .

Department of Fish and Game — Continued coordination will need to take place between our two
departments. There have been many areas of agreement as the revised plan indicates.

{1} A careful route selection should avoid impacting most wildlife habitat and sage grouse strutting
grounds. Agreement has been reached with the Department of Fish and Game on this new route
alignment.

{2) The location of the proposed interpretive center has been moved in order that it has less impact
on wildlife. Environmental effects on a grove of aspens and its wildlife habitat will be eliminated
by this new proposal. :

(3) The photographers’ walk-in over look parking lot has been eliminated as well as many other
features in the original plan. This will eliminate potential impact on wildlife. A new alignment of
the bypass road has been worked out with the Department of Fish and Game. See number (1)
above. No roads will affect restoration projects to improve wildlife habitat conditions.

{4} No interpretive center is planned for Murphy Springs.

b
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